NEVADA DIVISION OF STATE OF NEVADA

Department of Conservation & Natural Resources
ENVI RONMENTAL Steve Sisolak, GoYemor
PROTECTION et ovso Adminrater

April 17, 2020

R. Nicole Cordan, Project Director

U.S. Public Lands and Rivers Conservation, The Pew Charitable Trusts
679 E 2nd Ave

Durango, CO 81301

Subject: Responses to Comments on the Draft Nevada 2016-2018 Integrated Report
Dear Ms. Cordan:

The Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Quality Planning (BWQP) thanks you
for your comment letter—received March 10, 2020—on Nevada’s draft 2016-2018 Water Quality
Integrated Report. Thank you for recognizing the level of effort that BWQP staff have invested in
producing this report. Your comments are important to us but were not received in time for
consideration as formal comments. However, regarding your specific comments, please know that your
topics of concern were noted by some of the other reviewers and have been addressed with revisions to
the report and in responses to those comments.

Specific comment a. Section 2.3 Surface Water - Unassessed Waters:

BWQP Response: Piease note that BWQP can only assess waterbodies for which there are data; hence,
the percentage of waterbodies assessed reflects the amount of data that BWQP can collect. Our water
quality assessment does use outside agency data, which we obtain through a public call for data. BWQP
solicits water quality data from other entities and compiles data from reliable sources, such as the U.S.
Geological Survey, to use in the assessment. Table 3 of the integrated report lists the sources of data
used for the water quality assessment.

Thank you for recommendations on how we could improve our program. BWQP does conduct a
triennial review, which is public noticed, to identify any waters or standards within the state that the
public feels should be addressed. We public notice the triennial review for input and hold three public
workshops in the State: One in Carson City, one in Elko, and one in Las Vegas. As for the rotating basin
monitoring, BWQP developed the focus basin design so that we could, as you suggest, incorporate
waters that are not properly protected into our standards. We also discuss our forthcoming thoughts on
the next focus basin as part of the Triennial Review.

Specific comment b. Section 4.5.4 Methodology Used to Evaluate Support of Beneficial Uses:

BWQP Response: Please note that all “waters of the state” are protected by state standards and are
assessed if data are available; however, only waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) are reported to EPA in the
Integrated Report and the associated web map. We have not pursued producing a report for the non-
WOTUS water, as there are not many. For assessment purposes, we consider all waters to be WOTUS

unless there is a jurisdictional determination made that a water is not a WOTUS. The assessment
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information for the non-WOTUS waters is available by contacting our office. For your information, all of
BWQP’s water quality data are shared with the public online at https://ndep.nv.gov/water/rivers-
streams-lakes/water-quality-monitoring/water-quality-data-warehouse-viewer. The various tribes
within the State all have access to BWQP data. BWQP does work closely with the tribes and will help
any tribe requesting assistance. NDEP has a full-time tribal liaison within our office to integrate the
various tribes into the rule-making processes of NDEP.

Specific comment c. Attached Tables:

BWQP Response: BWQP has revised in the final version the TMDL priority for several waters where
water quality improvement actions will be focused on the Carson and Walker rivers (Attachment 3).
BWQP has also addressed this concern in responses to comments received from other entities. Itis
BWQP’s intent to focus on the prioritization, visioning, and alternatives to TMDLs in the 2020 Integrated
Report. Asyou note in your letter, Nevada is currently working on revising its antidegradation
regulations and developing a comprehensive antidegradation implementation policy. Once BWQP
finalizes the antidegradation regulation and implementation policy we will public notice to receive
comments. BWQP recommends that Pew sign up for our program specific email list (list-serve) on the
NDEP website to receive important notices and updates regarding all BWQP postings for public
comment.

Antidegradation Policy:

BWQP Response: BWQP considers Lake Tahoe and its tributaries as “Outstanding Nevada Waters”
(ONWs) and there are beneficial uses specific to that designation. BWQP is planning to include ONWs as
part of the antidegradation implementation procedure currently under development. Within the
procedure, BWQP has included language on nominating “Outstanding Nevada Waters” (ONWs). The
current revision being drafted includes language that describes the attributes of an ONW, as well as the
process for nominating a water as an ONW which would be subject to Tier 3 protection.

BWQP’s tentative plan for the Antidegradation Implementation Procedure is to reach out to
stakeholders in May and hopefully hold meetings to discuss the procedure. Following the stakeholder
meetings will be public workshops in June, with a final draft being submitted to the Legislative Counsel
Bureau before June 30. The draft antidegradation implementation procedure and related documents
will be posted for public comment on NDEP’s website and sent out to our BWQP listserv.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (775) 687-9548.

Sincerely,
P rard ol

Dave Simpson, Supervisor
Water Quality Standards and Monitoring
Bureau of Water Quality Planning

cc: Greg Lovato, Administrator, NDEP
Jennifer Carr, P.E., CPM, CEM, Deputy Administrator, NDEP
Paul Comba, Chief, Bureau of Water Quality Planning, NDEP
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