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2017 High Priority Activities

• Personnel Changes/Legislative Additions
• Webpage Updates
• Audits
• Operator Certification Regulation Revisions
• Revised Total Coliform Rule Assessments
• Compliance and Enforcement



Personnel Updates



Summer 2017
New NDEP Webpage

• Goal: To have a more user-friendly and 
informative web page. 
− Operator Certification Program, 
− Source Water Protection
− Laboratory Certification Program
− Consumers (Private well owners, testing, FAQs 

on Lead, etc.) and for PWSs.

• Posting compliance data and Lead result 
− Improve transparency
− Annual  Lead Results
− Quarterly postings of MCL, TT, SMCL, violations 

and Lead and Copper ALE 
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BSDW Webpage

• Drinking Water Watch



BSDW Audits

• Legislative Council Bureau
− Draft Final Report
− Will be required to implement corrections

• EPA
− Final Report Expected in Spring

• Impacts to Regulated Community



Operator Certification
Regulation Revisions

• Summary of Petition R-156-17: Operator 
Certification – BSDW

1.    NAC 445A.6285 clarifies NDEP language to approve certified operator for temporary relief 

of person in responsible charge;

2.    NAC 445A.629 clarifies that any public water must be classified for distribution and treatment 

using the classification point system;

3.    NAC 445A.632 revises language to be consistent with the passing score set by the testing 

organization;

4.    NAC 445A.633 revises requirements for education and experience for applicants to be 

certified by the program;

5.    NAC 445A.639 increase the number of hours of continuing education for an operator of 

certain certificates;

6.    NAC 445A.640 revises the requirements of continuing education for operators who hold 

multiple certificates;

7.    NAC 445A.651 increase the fees charged by the Division for issuing and renewing 

certifications;



Operator Certification
Regulation Revisions

• Approved by the State Environmental 
Commission
− February 21, 2018
− Legislative Committee, April 2018

• Effective Dates
− Most of the regulatory updates will be come 

effective July 1st 2018
− CEU requirements effective with 2019 CEU 

renewal

• Stay informed
− Join Max Sosa at 4:00 PM for more detail
− https://ndep.nv.gov/water/operator-

certification/operators-forum



Revised Total Coliform Rule

• Continued Training from EPA to State Staff
• Updates to Coliform Site Sampling Plans

− Routine Procedure
− Expect during Sanitary Surveys

• Seasonal Start-up Certifications
• Assessments



Revised Total Coliform Rule 
Coliform Assessments
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Revised Total Coliform Rule 
Coliform Assessments

Level 1

Top 5 Sanitary Defects

1. Sample Technique

2. Sample Location

3. Disinfection After 
Replacement/Repair

4. Cross Connection

5. Treatment 
Maintenance

Level 2

Top 5 Sanitary Defects

1. Sample Technique

2. Cross connection

3. Operation and 
Maintenance-
Treatment/ 
Disinfection

4. Wellhead Vent Pipe

5. Well Casing 
Cracks/Holes



Loss of Pressure

• Precautionary Boil Water Orders



Compliance & Enforcement

• Small Systems Action Plan

− Compliance assistance and enforcement actions 
taken to return systems to compliance.

− Completed V1.0
− Arsenic
− School Non-Compliance

− Working with EPA on developing V2.0



Enforcement Targeting Tool
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Formal Enforcement Actions

General Offense Administrative Fine Non-Monetary Penalties

Civil 

Penalties Closure  Date

Treatment Plant Operations & Maintenance $20,625 Training, O&M Updates N/A 4/29/2013

Construction without Permit- Source Not On-line $0 Training N/A 6/9/2015

Construction without Permit, After Warning $1,375 Training N/A 6/30/2015

Treatment Plant Operations & Maintenance $7,612.50 Training, O&M Updates N/A 11/2/2015

Construction without Permit- Source On-line $5,025.00 N/A N/A 5/16/2016

Arsenic Non-Compliance, Treatment O&M $2,550 N/A N/A 8/1/2016

Arsenic Non-Compliance, Treatment O&M $3,150 N/A N/A 12/5/2016

Construction without Permit, Repeat Offense $5,500 N/A N/A 12/20/2016

Construction without Permit $0 Management Training N/A 10/25/2016

Arsenic Rule Non-Compliance-Default Judgment, 

Churchill County Court N/A

Contempt of Court-

Incarceration, January 2018 $458,900 Pending

Construction without Permit $41,625 N/A N/A 8/14/2017

Arsenic Non-Compliance $2,250 N/A N/A 9/6/2017

Arsenic Non-Compliance, Failure to comply with AOC $20,253 N/A N/A 9/25/2017

Arsenic Non-Compliance $1,950 N/A N/A 1/24/2018



2018 EXPECTATIONS
Moving Forward



2018 Expectations

• Operator Certification Guidance
• Online reporting and preparing for SDWIS 

Prime
• Found Systems: BSDW continues to work 

with TA provider to help new systems with 
proper monitoring and permitting.

• Engineering Regulation Revision
• Lead and Copper Reporting and Sample 

Plans
• Sanitary Survey Deficiency Follow-up



Engineering 
Regulation Revision
• The first meeting was held on December 18, 2017

• Two goals of the regulation revision are:
− Identify and resolve priority issues in engineering review that 

may lead to clarification of engineering regulations.
− Update engineering regulations if/as needed in order to 

improve review efficiency and timeliness while ensuring 
protection of public health and safety.

• Proposed changes to NAC 445A are the following:
− NAC 445A.65845 (Distribution Definition)
− NAC 445A.66375 (Service Connection)
− NAC 445A.6671 (Water Project Commencement and 

Completion Time Period)
− NAC 445A.66085 (Lead Free Definition)
− NAC 445.6663,.6685,.67125,.67145 (Adoption of Standards)
− NAC 445A.6693,.67155, .67165, .6717 (Separations and 

Crossings)
− NAC 445A.6719, .67215 (Backflow Prevention)

• BSDW is making every effort to make the May SEC meeting; 
however, a special meeting may be convened in July or August.



Lead and Copper Rule

• Sample Schedule Review & Revisions
− Occurred in 2017
− Some systems taken off 9-year monitoring

• Sample Plans
− Need to be kept on file
− Need to preserve history of materials 

evaluations and site selection

• Reporting 
− PWS Responsible for Calculating 90th Percentile
− Reporting Forms need to be submitted
− Contact BSDW/Health District if high levels

• Learn More
− Ross Cooper’s presentation at 11:00 AM



Sanitary Surveys Deficiencies 
Top Ten

• Storage Protection

• O&M Plans

• Coliform Plans

• Cross Connection 
Control Plans

• Storage Overflow 
Pipe

• Backflow 
Protection

• Storage Tank Vents

• Emergency 
Response Plan

• Wells Watertight

• Well Vent



Storage Protection



O&M and Coliform Plans



Cross Connection Control 
Plan



Storage Overflow Pipe



Backflow Protection



Storage Tank Vents



Emergency Response Plan



Wells



NV Public Water System Types
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Thank You & Keep in Touch


