Meeting Minutes: Water and Wastewater Operator's Forum
Date: December 3, 2025
Time: 10:00 AM
Location: DCNR Conference Room Bonnie 1-E (TEAMS)

1. Introductions
Participants introduced themselves from multiple regions across Nevada, including:
· Forum Board Members Present: Brandon Garden, Dale Johnson, Jim Kerr, George Tinkorang, Ryan Kolda, Greg Reed, Emmanuel Rodriguez, Bridget Harris, John Williams
· Reno: Carlos Quiroz (Operator Certification Program Manager), Ryan Malkiewitch, Will Raymond (Truckee Meadows Water Authority), Linh Kieu
· Carson City: Rachel Wengart (Operator Certification)
· Elko: Esekiel Vera, Caitlin Benavides, Steve Schroeder, Tony Worthen, Renatta Friberg, Blake Sorensen
· Other locations: Ryan Talley, Brian Burris, April Holt, Greg Sutter, Ashley Jacobson, Echo Svoboda, 
2. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
· Minutes from: September 10, 2025
· Motion to Approve: Bridget Harris
· Second the Motion-John Willaims
· Discussion: Brief technical issues noted during the motion
· Vote: Unanimous approval
· Outcome: Minutes approved

3. Bureau of Safe Drinking Water (BSDW) Updates
Presented by Carlos Quiroz
a. Exam Results
· 3rd quarter exam results from PSI are delayed
· Expected to be combined with 4th quarter results at the next forum
b. TTHM Aerators Classification
· Aerators will not be classified as treatment
· Considered a distribution function due to passive operation and lack of measurable influent/effluent
· No changes to operator classification requirements
· Future regulatory clarification may be added
· Forum members expressed support for this decision
c. Renewal Season Statistics (as of Dec 3)
· 640 renewal applications received
· 426 approved
· 104 exam applications
· 41 conversions
· 6 reciprocity applications
· Noted increase in first-time renewals, indicating program growth
d. Reminders for Operators
· Processing Time: Estimated 30 days
· Common Issues: Missing signatures, outdated certificates, incomplete applications
· Eligible Certificates: Only those earned in 2024–2025
· Safety Training: Worth 2.5 hours per certification (can be split between treatment and distribution)
· Website Issues: Contact hours page currently down; Carlos will follow up
· Forum Attendance Credit: Email Rachel to receive confirmation for CEU credit
e. Reinstatement Policy
· Deadline for Renewal: December 31, 2025
· Reinstatement Period: January 1 – June 30, 2026
· Fee: $150 (vs. $50 for on-time renewal)
· OIT Certificates: Must retest if expired
· Note: Working without certification is a violation of NAC; must be disclosed on application
f. Exam, Conversion, and Reciprocity Notes
· Exam Timing: Applications submitted late in the year may result in shorter certification periods
· Conversions: Submit renewal applications even if conversion is pending
· Reciprocity: Takes longer due to research; not ideal to submit during renewal season

4. NWEA Announcements and Wastewater Exam Results
Presented by Ashley Jacobson
· Total Exams in 2025: 161
· Pass Rate: 55% (88 passed)
· Notes: 
· Many examinees are new to the state
· Ongoing collaboration with EPA on policy updates
· John Solvey to provide WPI updates at RCAC Conference
· CEU Clarification: Operators can combine CEUs from multiple courses (e.g., Ken Kerri volumes) to meet requirements

5. Technical Assistance and Upcoming Trainings
Presented by Brian Burris (RCAC)
a. December 2025 Trainings
· Dec 4: Public Notification (4 hours, online)
· Dec 11: SRF Applications & Federal Financing (4 hours, online)
· Dec 18: Balancing Customer Needs & Regulations (8 hours, hybrid in Henderson)
b. January 2026 Trainings
· 3 sessions planned (1 online, 2 in-person in Eureka and West Wendover)
c. RCAC Conference
· Dates: March 10–12, 2026 in Sparks
· Sessions: 81 planned
· New Track: “Board Basics” for board members and system governance

6. OFA Updates
· No representatives from OFA were present
· No updates provided

7. Public Comment
Andrew (City of Elko):
· Initiating inter-city meet-and-greets via Teams
· Goal: Foster collaboration, share challenges, and explore system tours
Discussion:
· Interest in system tours during the March conference
· Chalk Bluff Water Treatment Plant suggested as a tour site
· Mount Rose Water Treatment Plant also discussed
· TMWA Recharge System presentation requested
· Will Raymond and Ashley Jacobson offered to coordinate tours and provide contacts

8. Agenda Items for Next Meeting
· Confirm system tours (Chalk Bluff, Mount Rose, TMWA)
· Include recharge system presentation
· Continue discussion on CEU tracking and certification updates

9. Next Meeting
· Tentative Date: March 10, 2026 (first day of RCAC Conference)
· Time: To be confirmed by Bridget (RCAC)

10. Adjournment
· Motion to Adjourn: Jim Kerr
· Second- Ryan Kolda
· Unanimous
· Meeting Adjourned
Meeting adjourned at 10:53am

