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	Nevada Water and Wastewater Operator’s Forum

	
	
Hosted by:  Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Safe Drinking Water
		901 South Stewart Street, Suite 4001, Carson City, NV  89701




Meeting Minutes
August 28, 2024

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 271 255 555 738 
Passcode: Rp292B

Download Teams | Join on the web
Or call in (audio only) 
+1 775-321-6111,,487317996# United States, Reno 
Phone conference ID: 487 317 996# 

If you would like to attend the meeting in person, please see the below locations for Elko and Carson City.

Carson City Location- DCNR Conference Room Bonnie 1-E, Bryan Building, 901 S Stewart St., Carson City, NV 89701
Elko Location- 1550 STP. Road, Elko, NV 89801 (Sewer Treatment Plant).

Agenda

1) Call to Order and Introductions. (Nathan Adams, Forum Chair).

Nathan Adams did not attend so Jim Kerr called the meeting to order at 10:04am

Forum Members Present-Jim Kerr, Greg Reed, Bridget Harris, Ross Cooper

Guests Present- Will Raymond, Carlos Quiroz-Aguilera, Linh Kieu, Ben Kahue, Steven Garner, Bridget Harris, Ryan Malkiewich

On the Phone- Travis Cardenas, Todd Welty, Bill Robbins, Ryan Talley, Ashley Jacobson, Gwen Jones, Greg Sutter, John K Williams, Ashley Jacobson

Elko- Vince Johnson, Shelley Petersen

2) Approval of Forum Minutes from June 26, 2024. – Action Item.

Bridget Harris-Motion to Approve
Ross Cooper- Second
Unanimous

3) NWEA Announcements and Wastewater Exam Results, Ashley Jacobson

Ashley Jacobson- Up to the end of the July, they have had 90 people take an exam. September 25th is the networking event at Reds in Carson City from 3:30pm to 8pm. The information is on the website if anyone would like to join them. On September 26th, they are having the certification board meeting at NDEP at 9am. For the ABC/WPI update, it looks like they are currently doing an exam development for water treatment, water distribution, wastewater treatment and wastewater collections. 

4) [bookmark: _Hlk179374442]BSDW Announcements & Drinking Water Exam Results – Linh Kieu/Carlos Quiroz.

[bookmark: _Hlk179376090][bookmark: _Hlk179375034]Carlos Quiroz- Discussed the exam summaries with each quarter. In the second quarter, for the distribution grade 1, there were 27 people that took the exam. The most missed was disinfection and lab. For distribution grade 2, there were 49 people that took the exam. 32 people passed the exam. The most missed was disinfection and lab. For distribution grade 3, 22 people took the exam. 14 people passed the exam. The most missed was disinfection and lab. For distribution grade 4, no one took the grade 4 exam. For treatment grade 1, 17 people took the exam. 11 people passed the exam. The most missed was treatment. For treatment grade 2, 14 people took the exam. 12 people passed the exam. The most missed was laboratory. No-one took the treatment grade 3 and 4 exams. Went over some reminders for the renewal season coming up. September 1st is the day they start accepting renewal applications. Please refer to our website for more information. The expiration date is 12/31/2024 for this season. If you have an OIT certification, you cannot reinstate your certification so please renew as soon as you can before the deadline. The reinstatement period is January 1st to June 30th. Please refer to our website and RCAC for more contact hour information. 

Vince Johnson- Asked how many safety trainings are allowed for renewal applications?

Carlos Quiroz- Answered it is limited to 2.5 safety trainings for renewal applications.

Linh Kieu- Went over some BSDW updates. Talked about the conference he went to last month and what he learned that could improve our program. Tennessee has a state funded program where they have a Water Operator College where they send their operators to, and they can attend weeklong courses. Maybe our TA providers can start setting up college courses with the forums help. They could evaluate it and see if it is efficient enough. Maybe they could look at it down the road that operators would benefit from with gaining experience and we could also give credit as well. Suggested that they need to come up with a disciplinary actions/table of what happens when the operators aren’t following the code of ethics, falsifying applications, fraud on samples, etc. 

Will Raymond- Asked why would you codify a potential punishment? We already have disciplinary actions in our regulations now. 
Linh Kieu- Answered that he just wants to make it more of an open discussion. For example, what would happen to an operator if you falsified a lab result? Do you go on probation? Do you take an ethics course? Do you get your license revoked? 

Will Raymond- Mentioned from a water utility perspective, they will not care if they keep their license or not. They will fire you.

Jim Kerr- Commented that they have regulations already in place for these types of situations. Don’t know why we would put additional guidelines. 
Greg Reed- Agrees with not tolerating this behavior at all and agrees to not change the policy that we have in place currently.

[bookmark: _Hlk181369869]Linh Kieu- Maybe it is just reiterating. Making sure that everyone knows about it. Maybe need to talk about the severeness of penalties. 

Jim Kerr- Mentioned that there is a code of ethics that they have to abide by. They are trying to do everything in their power to protect the public and themselves. If someone gets caught in something that they aren’t supposed to do, they kind of already have the guidelines in place for a disciplinary action. 

Linh Kieu- Mentioned also that the SEC or the AG’s office would ask for a recommendation or what they thought. Maybe they need to reinforce a code of ethics and talk about a matrix of penalties. 

Greg Reed- Suggested that maybe they should incorporate some ethics classes at the conferences. 

Ross Cooper- Speaking as a former regulator, he probably came across a situation like this one about half dozen times. Sometimes it was egregious and sometimes it was egregious and intentional. They didn’t have the backing to go after those instances. That would be his concern. He would suggest giving the bureau a little more authority. 

Linh Kieu- They will let the board know if they come up with something or if they want to build a workgroup. 

5) Technical Assistance - Upcoming Trainings/RCAC Updates – Bridget Harris.

[bookmark: _Hlk181370911]Bridget Harris- Discussed the new training calendar that has the rest of this year and beginning of next year is now up on their website. Everyone will be getting a save the date soon for the NV Water and Wastewater Operator’s Conference for April 8th thru the 10th. They are looking for people to present still for the conference. They are offering more wastewater classes as well. Please let them know what topics would like to be discussed. 

Will Raymond- Asked if this is a new conference or taking in place of NVRWA Conference? Wondering if there will be a date to take the next written exam at the conference as well?

Bridget Harris- Answered that yes, it is replacing the March conference. Yes, they have space to schedule the exam to be taken place at this conference. Scholarships will continue as before. 

6) Forum Discussion: Nathan Adams – Forum Chair Replacement.

Linh Kieu- Nathan Adams reached out and said he can’t be the forum chair anymore.

Jim Kerr- Suggested to have nominations and elections the next meeting for the forum chair position on the board.

7) 	Public Comments.

Ross Cooper- Announced that he will be back at NDEP in OFA.

8)     Call for Agenda Items & Forum Goals & for the next meeting.

Jim Kerr- Board member elections and need to get the medium wastewater position filled.

       9)		Scheduling next Forum Meeting – (4th Qtr. meeting) – Action Item.

		Suggested November 20th at 10am.

		Bridget Harris-Motion to Approve
		Ross Cooper-Second
		Unanimous

10)    Adjourn.

Bridget Harris-Motion to Adjourn
Ross Cooper-Second

Adjourned at 11:10am
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