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	Nevada Water and Wastewater Operator’s Forum

	
	
Hosted by:  Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Safe Drinking Water
		901 South Stewart Street, Suite 4001, Carson City, NV  89701



Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2026

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/22432955058328?p=gEVf28pBXTZzaUJwX9 
Meeting ID: 224 329 550 583 28 
Passcode: BN94Fw2Z 

Dial in by phone 
+1 775-321-6111,,85363891# United States, Reno 
Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 853 638 91# 

If you would like to attend the meeting in person, please see the location below at the RCAC Conference.
RCAC Conference Location – Nugget Casino Resort – Nugget Ballroom 

Agenda

Brand Garden called the meeting to order at 1:10pm

Forum Members Present- Brandon Garden, Ryan Kolda, Bridget Harris, John Williams, Jim Kerr, Greg Reed, Emmanuel Rodriguez

Guests that called in- Natalie Allen, Echo Svoboda, Manny Rodriguez, Justin Grear, Will Raymond, Roger Veldt, Shelley Petersen, Tom Georgi, Vincent Johnson, Savannah Dalley

BSDW Announcements & 2025 Overview: Carlos Quiroz went over test statistics from 2025. There was 553 Tests, 153 Conversions & Reciprocities, and 932 Renewals & Reinstatements. In addition, went over testing passing rate for the entire year of 2025 started with Distribution. Distribution grade 1 passing rate was 72%, grade 2 was 71%, grade 3 was 75%, and grade 4 was 38%. For treatment grade 1 the passing rate was 83%, grade 2 was 73%, grade 3 was 75% and grade 4 was 25%. Carlos expanded on some of the “most need improvement” wording to clarify definitions. An example was Disinfection MEA & Lab meaning Disinfection Monitoring, Evaluation, Adjustment and Laboratory 
Approval of Meeting Minutes from March 10, 2026 Forum

Jim Kerr- Motion to Approve
John Williams-Second
Unanimous 


Analysis/Interpretation. After, the Operator Certification System was discussed with the operators. The launching of the web-based database is currently sometime in Winter 2026. Things operators can expect to change with new database include: being able to update and create their own professional operator profile, get live updates and use the webpage to apply, along with being able to store and submit contact hours.  
 
Nevada Wastewater and WPI/ABC Updates - John Solvie covered the following topics: 
 
· New ABC/WPI standardized exams were implemented last September for Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators and Collection System Operators. The exams are performing well nationwide. 
 
· At the request of NDEP, the Certification Board reviewed ABC/WPI Small Wastewater Systems certification exams for possible implementation of a new wastewater certification category by NDEP, which is under review by NDEP.  
 
· NWEA’s Certemy Online Portal is for non-regulatory certification disciplines only. Applications for Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator certification should be submitted directly to NDEP. 
 
· WPI is implementing practice exams through a custom phone app and the web. The program is in a soft rollout phase and outreach will be provided when the project reaches full rollout. 
 
 
Brian Burris went over RCAC’s upcoming trainings. To view current trainings visit their website at:  https://www.events.rcac.org/rcac/Nevada.asp 

UNR’s College of Agriculture, Biotechnology and Natural Resources conducted a survey for the university project titled “Empowering Community Resilience with Sustainable Energy and Water Reuse Systems”. Primarily focused on technologies that will utilize advanced water treatment technologies to meet potable water standards and provide off-grid energy solutions, combining renewable energy storage with water reuse processes. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 1:57pm
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