
Clean Water SRF & Drinking 
Water SRF

Priority List Public Workshop
November 10, 2026



Public Comments

Those wishing to make public comment that are participating 
remotely may do so by calling (775) 321-6111 and using 
meeting extension 831 398 450#, or by raising your hand 

through the TEAMS module so the moderator may call on you.
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Workshop Materials

Workshop materials are available on our website:
https://ndep.nv.gov/water/financing-infrastructure/state-revolving-

fund-loans

Slides are listed under the State Revolving Fund Documents 
section.
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Draft Nevada CWSRF 

Priority List – Effective 

November 2026
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CWSRF Requirement for Ranking
A priority system must be used to rank treatment works* projects that are considered eligible for 
financial assistance from the fund 

• 33 U.S. Code §1383(g)
• NAC 445A.767(1)

The priority system must give highest priority to projects that are necessary to meet the enforceable 
requirements of the Clean Water Act.

The priority system must also include in the criteria for ranking projects:
• The elimination of pollution from waters within the state,
• The protection of health of the public,
• The attainment of standards of water quality adopted by the state, and
• The operation of the fund in such a manner so as to impose the least possible financial burden 

on municipalities.

*Projects not considered treatment works are not required to be on a priority list. State regulations are 
still being amended.
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CWSRF 

Ranking 

Process

Ranking Factors Points Awarded

Priority Class (A, B, C) Points assigned per Class criteria

Water Quality Factors Applicable to Class A or B only

Asset Management Plan Additional points if applicable

Project Readiness Additional points if applicable

Green Projects Additional points if applicable

Affordability Criteria Additional 25 points possible



CWSRF Priority Classes
Class A: Projects that benefit public health and/or environment
• Necessary to eliminate documented public health hazards
• To correct existing violations of surface water quality standards

Class B: Projects to increase reliability or sustainability
• To maintain beneficial uses
• To address facility flow or loading
• To address sewer system rehabilitation and reclaimed water 

distribution

Class C: Projects meeting other clean water needs
• All other treatment works or pollution control projects



CWSRF Additional Points
Water Quality Factors
• Up to 5 points
• Relates to allowable loadings of pollutants for a waterbody

Asset Management
• Up to 3 points
• Relates to whether the system has been proactive in identifying their 

capital assets, supporting their maintenance, and funding 
replacement.

Project Readiness
• Up to 10 points
• Relates to how far along the project is ready towards construction.



CWSRF Green Projects

5 points:
• Water & energy efficiency upgrades;
• On-site clean power production;
• Reuse of effluent;
• Establishment of restoration of permanent 

riparian buffers, other vegetative buffers, 
floodplains, or wetlands;

• Project to manage wet weather & restore 
hydrology by infiltration, evapotranspiration, or 
harvesting & use of storm water; or

• Green storm water infrastructure.



CWSRF Affordability for 

Additional Subsidy
Nevada Administrative Code:

No definition. Program requirements must be outlined in the annual Intended Use Plan.
(NAC 445A.764(e))

Federal Clean Water Act Requirements:
Section 603(i)(2) requires states to develop criteria for additional subsidization based on income, 
unemployment data, population trends, and other data determined relevant by the state.

2026 Clean Water Intended Use Plan:
• Applicants must achieve at least 50 points on the internal affordability scale to qualify for 

Affordability Subsidy.
• If disadvantaged, 25 points will be added to priority list ranking criteria.



CWSRF Affordability Criteria
Income Factors
• Median Household Income versus State MHI
• Poverty Levels in the service area
Population Trends
• Change in population over a three-year period based upon the latest American Community Survey data 

available
Unemployment
• Percent of the population not in the workforce
• Unemployment rate of service area
Affordability
• Whether or not an interest-bearing loan will increase already sufficient user rates by 10%, 20%, or 30%.

• This also has a look back option for 5 years.
• Residential rates compared to MHI.

• Based on 1.0%, 1.5%, and 2.0%
Other Factors
• Nature of project
• Incentives for project types
• Financial assistance from governmental or political subdivisions



Draft November 2026 

Clean Water Priority List
• Priority Rank
• N1: New to the priority list
• D2: System/Project initially meets 

affordability criteria
• G3: Project qualifies as green
• Applicant
• Permit No.
• Project Population
• Total Points
• Revised Points (will include affordability 

points, if applicable)
• Nevada Infrastructure Financial System 

(NIFS) Project ID
• Project Description
• Program Cost Estimate
• Special Funding4

• Funded5: Indicates the project has 
received funding, PF indicates the project 
has received partial funding, is not 
complete, and must remain on the list.











Draft November 2026 

Clean Water Priority List
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Draft November 2026 

Clean Water Priority List

Projects Affordability 
(Disadvantaged)

Green

Previous List 86 56 35

Added 15 14 2

Removed 1 0 1

Current List 100 73 36

73% 36%

Projects Affordability 
(Disadvantaged)

Green

Class A 11 11 1

Class B 60 43 22

Class C 29 19 13

Current List 100 73 36



Draft November 2026 

Clean Water Priority List

NDEP may bypass a project on the priority list if NDEP determines the project is not 
ready to proceed, fails to file a letter of intent, or the applicant requests action to be 
deferred. (NAC 445A.7675)
• Projects ready to proceed may bypass projects with a higher point score that are 

not ready to proceed.
• Written notice is given to systems being bypassed.

Funded/Partially Funded 13 projects (13%)

All others 87 projects (87%)



Public Comments

Clean Water Priority List is Final after public 
comments.



Draft Nevada DWSRF Priority List

- Effective November 2026

Drinking Water Priority List is Finalized during the 
December 2, 2026, Board for Financing Water 

Projects meeting.



DWSRF Priority List Goals
The Division shall prioritize the list to achieve water quality and public health goals consistent with the 
requirements of the Safe Drinking Water Act. 
• 42 U.S. Code §300j-12(a)(3)(b)
• NAC 445A.67567

The Priority List must include:
• Name of each eligible public water system,
• The priority assigned to each proposed water project,
• A description of each water project,
• An estimate of the eligible costs for each project, and
• The existing population of each public water system at the time of application



DWSRF 

Ranking 

Criteria

Ranking Factors Points Awarded

Priority Class Points
 (I, II, III, IV)

Points assigned pursuant to
NAC 445.67569.

Asset Management Plan Additional points if applicable

Disadvantaged Eligibility Additional 25 points possible



DWSRF Priority List Goals

Class I: Projects that address:
• Acute health risks: Demonstrated illness attributable 

to the public water system
• Significant non-compliance
• Court-ordered compliance
• Systems addressing acute health issues

Class II: Projects that address:
• Chronic health concerns: Documented non-

compliance with primary or secondary drinking water 
standards

• Systems addressing chronic health issues

Class III: Projects that address deteriorated, 
substandard, or inadequate conditions in a public 
water system:
• Consolidation
• Treatment
• Storage
• Transmission & Distribution
• Meters
• Security
• Planning

Class IV: Refinancing of debt incurred after
July 1, 1993

Per NAC 445A.67569



DWSRF Disadvantaged
Nevada Administrative Code amended1:

“Disadvantaged Community” means an area in which, as compared to other communities in this 
State, residents disproportionately experience economic, environmental or health issues, 
including, without limitation, high rates of poverty or unemployment. (NAC 445A.675245)

Federal Drinking Water Act Requirements:
[42 U.S.C §300j-12(b)(d)(3)] the term “disadvantaged community” means the service area of a 
public water system that meets affordability criteria established after public review and 
comment by the state in which the public water system is located.

2026 Drinking Water Intended Use Plan:
• Applicants must achieve at least 50 points on the internal disadvantage scale to qualify as 

disadvantaged.
• If disadvantaged, 25 points will be added to priority list ranking criteria.

1https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Register/2022Register/R109-22AP.pdf
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DWSRF Disadvantaged Criteria
Income Factors
• Median Household Income versus State MHI
• Poverty Levels in the service area
Population Trends
• Change in population over a three-year period based upon the latest American Community Survey data 

available
Unemployment
• Percent of the population not in the workforce
• Unemployment rate of service area
Affordability
• Whether or not an interest-bearing loan will increase already sufficient user rates by 10%, 20%, or 30%.

• This also has a look back option for 5 years.
• Residential rates compared to MHI.

• Based on 1.0%, 1.5%, and 2.0%
Other Factors
• Nature of project
• Incentives for project types
• Financial assistance from governmental or political subdivisions



Draft November 2026 

Drinking Water Priority List  
• Priority Rank

• N1: New to the priority list

• D2: System/Project qualifies as disadvantaged

• C3: Water System Classification 

(community/noncommunity)
• Applicant

• PWS ID

• Project Population

• Project Service Connections

• Total Points
• Revised Points (will include disadvantaged 

points, if applicable)

• Nevada Infrastructure Financial System (NIFS) 

Project ID

• Project Description

• Program Cost Estimate

• Special Funding4

• Funded5: Indicates the project has received 

funding, PF indicates the project has received 

partial funding, is not complete, and must 

remain on the list.

















Draft November 2026 

Drinking Water Priority List  
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Draft November 2026 

Drinking Water Priority List  

Projects Disadvantaged Small 
Systems
(less than 

10,000)

Previous List 183 150 151

Added 20 19 10

Removed 3 3 3

Current List 200 166 171

83.00% 75.50%

Projects Disadvantaged Small 
Systems
(less than 

10,000)

Class I 4 4 3

Class II 18 16 16

Class III 177 145 151

Class IV 1 1 1

Current List 200 166 171



Draft November 2026 

Drinking Water Priority List  

NDEP may bypass a project on the priority list if NDEP determines the project is not ready 

to proceed, fails to file a letter of intent, or the applicant requests action to be deferred. 

(NAC 445A.67573)

• Projects ready to proceed may bypass projects with a higher point score that are not 

ready to proceed.
• Written notice is given to systems being bypassed.

Funded/Partially Funded 48 projects (24%)

All others 152 projects (76%)

As of November 05, 2026. Data subject to change.



Public Comments

Drinking Water Priority List moved to the Board for Financing 
Water Projects, December 2, 2026, meeting for adoption after 

public comments.



Questions?

Ndep-ofa@ndep.nv.gov
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