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Jake’s Fire Restoration  
Elko County 
 
Anabranch Solutions LLC 
P.O. Box 8071 
Moscow, ID 83843 
 
Certification Action Number NV-401-26-017 
 
The purpose of this project is to mitigate and reverse the negative impacts of the Jake’s Fire in Elko County, 
Nevada. The proposed goals are to improve riverscape health, specifically: 1) increase channel-floodplain 
connectivity, 2) reduce channel incision, 3) increase groundwater table, 4) promote the formation of multi-
threaded channels, 5) recover and sustain natural habitat forming processes, and 6) increase habitat and 
overall health of Lahontan Cutthroat Trout populations. The proposed project would result in 766 low-tech 
instream structures including beaver dam analogs (BDAs) and post-assisted log structures (PALS) and would 
follow the established methodology of Wheaton et al. (2019). All instream work would occur during the 
summer and fall low-flow window (typically July 1 to Oct 31) to avoid critical spring spawning, migration, and 
egg incubation periods. Structures (BDAs and PALS) would be installed manually using hand tools and 
lightweight power equipment (e.g., chainsaws and post-pounders), eliminating the need for heavy 
earthmoving equipment and avoiding mechanical dewatering, stream diversions, or accelerated bank 
erosion. The project proponent has requested certification for the use of Regional General Permit 16 (Aquatic 
Habitat Restoration and Enhancement Activities) under Clean Water Act Section 404 administered by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

A 401 certification (or a waiver of certification) is required for any federal license or permit that authorizes 
activities that may result in any discharge into waters of the United States. Nevada Division of Environmental 
Protection is in receipt of a complete request for certification in compliance with Clean Water Act Section 
401 Certification regulations which the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency promulgated in 2023, codified 
as 40 CFR 121.   

The Administrator is evaluating whether the proposed activity will comply with applicable water quality 
requirements. Certification actions are valid for the duration of the federal license or permit (typically five 
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years). Any conditions contained within the certification action become a condition of the federal license or 
permit. 

Persons wishing to comment on the application for consideration by the Administrator in making a 
determination regarding the certification action should submit their comments or request a hearing in 
writing, emailed no later than 5:00 P.M. on 8/13/2026: 

 

Bureau of Water Quality Planning 
901 South Stewart Street, Suite 4001 

Carson City, Nevada 89701-5249 
ndep401@ndep.nv.gov  

 
The request for a hearing must be filed within the comment period and must indicate the interest of the 
person filing the request and the reasons why a hearing is warranted. All water quality-related comments or 
objections received within the thirty (30) day period will be considered in the formulation of final certification 
action regarding the application. If written comments indicate a significant degree of public interest in the 
proposed permit, the Administrator shall hold a public hearing. A public notice of such hearing will be issued 
not less than thirty (30) days prior to the hearing date.  

The applications, proposed permits, comments received, and other information are on file and may be 
copied, or copies may be obtained by writing to the above address or by contacting Zachary Carter, Bureau 
of Water Quality Planning, at (775) 687-9456 or ndep401@ndep.nv.gov. The public notice for this project can 
be viewed at the following website: https://ndep.nv.gov/posts/category/water.  

 

Please bring the foregoing notice to the attention of all persons interested in this matter. 
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