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NOTICE OF DECISION – Bureau of Mining Regulation and Reclamation 
 
Date of Posting: 01/13/2021 
 
Deadline for Appeal: 01/23/2021 
 
Nevada Gold Mines LLC 
Pipeline Project 
WPC Permit NEV0093109 
 
 
The Administrator of the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (the Division) 
has decided to issue renewed Water Pollution Control Permit NEV0093109 to Nevada 
Gold Mines LLC.  This Permit authorizes the construction, operation, and closure of 
approved mining facilities in Lander County, Nevada.  The Division has been provided 
with sufficient information, in accordance with Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 
445A.350 through 445A.447, to assure that the waters of the State will not be 
degraded by this operation, and that public safety and health will be protected. 
 
The Permit will become effective 28 January 2022.  The final determination of the 
Administrator may be appealed to the State Environmental Commission pursuant to 
Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 445A.605 and NAC 445A.407.  All requests for appeals 
must be filed by 5:00 PM, 23 January 2022, on Form 3, with the State Environmental 
Commission, 901 South Stewart Street, Suite 4001, Carson City, Nevada 89701-5249.  
For more information, contact Natasha Zittel at (775) 687-9413 or visit the Division 
public notice website at https://ndep.nv.gov/posts/category/land. 
 
Written comments were received during the public comment period from J.J. 
Goicoechea, Chairman, Eureka County Board of Commissioners.  The text of all 
comments, in some cases excerpted, and the Division responses (in italics) are 
included below as part of this Notice of Decision. 
 
J.J. Goicoechea, Written Comment: 
 
Eureka County has policies in place to safeguard water resources in the County. 
Specifically, the Eureka County Code 9.30.060.C (5) states “Eureka County will 
continue to work to maintain its water resources in a condition that will render it 
useable by future generations for the full range of beneficial uses that further a 
viable and stable economic and social base for its citizens.” The Eureka County 
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Natural Resources and Federal or State Land Use Element of its Master Plan, Section 
6.1.4 states “[I]t is the policy of Eureka County that Federal and State programs make 
progress towards improved resource quality, greater multiple uses of the federal 
lands, preservation of custom, culture and economic stability of Eureka County, and 
protection of the rights of its citizens. Eureka County will continue to urge state and 
federal employees to participate in this effort to coordinate in order to resolve 
inconsistencies between federal proposals and County policy. Successful 
implementation of this Plan requires that Eureka County…stay involved with analysis 
and evaluation through all stages of federal, state and local planning efforts. County 
involvement must include, at minimum, review of data for scientific and factual 
soundness, plan development, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of plan 
implementation” (emphasis added). Our primary interest is whether the project 
might result in degradation of the groundwater resource of the alluvial aquifer and 
negatively affect residents or the County water system in Crescent Valley. 
 
Consistent with these policies and requirements, Eureka County has reviewed the 
draft Water Pollution Control Permit (NEV0093109) sought by Nevada Gold Mines LLC 
for the Pipeline Project and the supporting Fact Sheet prepared by the Nevada 
Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP). 
 
The fact sheet states “The primary method for identification of escaping process 
solution will be placed on required routine monitoring of leak detection systems as 
well as routinely sampling downgradient. monitoring wells.” We acknowledge the 
monitoring requirements are detailed in the Permit. In a phone call with NDEP-BMRR, 
we determined that monitoring has not identified compliance issues related to the 
current permit. 
 
Our review leads us to believe that the facilities are designed in such a way that 
degradation is unlikely. The extensive monitoring of existing facilities has 
documented the public and the water resource have not been negatively affected to 
date. Consequently, it is our opinion the permit goes a long way toward protecting 
water resources in Eureka County from being degraded to the fullest extent 
practicable. It does not guarantee against a release of harmful substances, but if a 
release does occur it should be detected in time to allow remedial measures to be 
actively implemented. As such, we believe granting of the WPCP is warranted and 
request that you do so. 
 
Division Response 1: 
 
Comment noted. 
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