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WATER CROSSING METHODOLOGY 
 

Waterway crossings will be evaluated on an individual waterway basis as bank steepness at each 
crossing will determine if ground disturbance will be required for equipment crossings. 

» If bank slope is determined not adequate for overland travel (greater than 3:1 slopes), banks will be 
laid back outside of the ordinary high-water mark (OHWM). 

» Ground material outside OHWM will be contoured to reduce approach, and exit, bank slope angle 
safe for construction equipment travel. 

» Construction of crossings and subsequent overland travel will occur during periods of low, to no 
flow, to the greatest extent practicable, as to minimize unwanted sediment from entering the 
waterway. 

» No fill material will be placed within the OHWM. 

 

See attachment for typical low-water crossing diagram. 
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SECTION A-A

KEY DESIGN COMPONENTS FOR AN UNVENTED,
IMPROVED LOW-WATER FORD CROSSING

AN EPHEMERAL STREAM (cont.)
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