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NOTICE OF FINAL DECISION – Bureau of Mining Regulation and Reclamation 
 
Web Posting:  01/11/2022 
 
Deadline for Appeal:  01/21/2022 
 
Reclamation Permit 0414 
Coeur Rochester Inc. 
Lincoln Hill Project 
 
The Administrator of the Division of Environmental Protection (Division) has decided to issue   
Reclamation Permit (0414) for an Exploration Project to Coeur Rochester Inc. (Permittee). 
This Permit authorizes the Permittee to reclaim the Lincoln Hill Project located in Pershing 
County, Nevada. The Division has been provided with an application, in accordance with 
Nevada Revised Statutes and Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 519A to assure the Division 
that the Permittee will leave the project site safe, stable, and capable of providing for a 
productive post-mining land use. 
 
This Permit will become effective January 26, 2022. The final determination of the 
Administrator may be appealed to the State Environmental Commission (Commission) pursuant 
to NAC 519A.415. All requests for appeals must be filed by 5:00 PM, January 21, 2022, on 
Form 3 with the Commission at 901 South Stewart Street, Suite 4001, Carson City, Nevada 
89701-5249, and in accordance with administrative rules of the Commission. 
 
This Permit authorizes 250 acres of surface disturbance on private lands and public lands 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management, as described in the permit application 
dated November 21, entitled Lincoln Hill Project - Nevada Reclamation Permit Application. 
Public comments were received from Heidi Schunke and Michael Lane of Reno, Nevada. For 
more information, contact Matt Donaldson at 775-687-9410 or visit the Division’s Bureau of 
Mining Reclamation public notice website at https://ndep.nv.gov/posts/category/land. 
 
Heidi Schunke and Michael Lane, Written Comments 1 & 2: Mention of exploratory methods 
excludes committing any of the exploratory or monitoring wells to the USGS or EPA or defense 
of the Lovelock Municipal water supply monitoring programs. In Appendix B 6. aquifer 
percolation through the Phase 1 26 and Phase 2 450 exploration wells is addressed; however 
the effect on the baseline aquifers could be published during phased exploration with 
permeability studied for similar operations in defense of the entire lower Humboldt Basin 
aquifer system as well as Lovelock. This concern can be specified in permit item 7 that: 
 

1. One or more of the eight permanent monitoring wells are be added to local and 
national dashboards including but not limited to 
https://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/countymap.asp?sa=NV&cc=027 and the regional study and 

https://ndep.nv.gov/posts/category/land
https://groundwaterwatch.usgs.gov/countymap.asp?sa=NV&cc=027


https://nevada.usgs.gov/humboldtdepletion/models.html with baseline updates at appropriate 
intervals for modeling and training purposes. be added to local and national dashboards 
with baseline updates at appropriate intervals for modeling and training purposes. 
 
Division Response 1:  Comment noted, the Division does not have the regulatory 
authority to require the submission of baseline water quality data for the issuance of 
an exploration permit for reclamation. The construction of temporary monitoring 
wells and collection of baseline water quality data at a mineral exploration project is 
at the discretion of the Permittee.  If the mineral exploration project were to develop 
into a mine in the future, then baseline water quality data will be required to be 
submitted to the Bureau as part of the water pollution control permitting process. 
 

2. Requesting the Engineer reports from 
http://water.nv.gov/HumboldtRiver/Humboldt%20Proposed%20Order.pdf related to identified 
Coeurs operations could be made public and included in these existing or revised USGS 
and EPA models to afford observation and early mitigating responses to conditions 
impairing aquifer basin 73A.  We request an online capable public hearing pursuant to 
Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 519A.19 with discussion of the above two concerns 
as well as further discussion of Table-F4 EIS items 1-17. 

 
Division Response 2:  Comment noted, the Division does not have the regulatory 
authority to require publications issued by the Nevada Division of Water Resources to 
be included as part of a reclamation permit requirement.  Therefore, the Division  has 
determined that the request for a public hearing is not necessary as the  comments 
received are beyond the scope of the issuance of a reclamation permit for mineral 
exploration projects based on the Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 519A.010 to 
519A.280, and the Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 519A.010 to 519A.415. 

https://nevada.usgs.gov/humboldtdepletion/models.html
http://water.nv.gov/HumboldtRiver/Humboldt%20Proposed%20Order.pdf

