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James Parrott, Clork County Sanitation Distict manager, look s over Nevada Power Co. lime treatment plant which prevents

Phosphote from groving alge ke the lob ot rght photographed n Vogos Wosh on Lake Meod,

Pollution of Lake Mead

Fishing or boating on Lake Moad is.ne
whale of a satisfying way lo spend a duy of
one's life. This is real living. The lake is full
of bass, fol, fim fohed and ull of figh,
and the water is coot, sweet and clear a5
‘moundain brook

There i powertl medicin i Lake Med,
povertul esugh {0 pic up anyune od carry
i theough another week's riod o the job.
Unlos b goes o Las Vegas Wash,on o he
Jake's argst arms, it the et beach and 2
e marim

In Las Vegas Wash, a fisherman or boaler
or wwimmer is iabe to gt a lile sick. Not
ot the stomach because state hoalth depart-
ment ests prove there is o bacteral poll-
tion, but sick at heart because we are deliling
4 with minerals which nourish algae,

The algae st up the beach, coals boat
botoms, stinks in the summer sun and be-
fous the waer with a grm:bmn chal, No
one in bis right mind would dip up a cup to
drnk even thoagh it s certified ummy by the
health degartment,

The minerals get ko Vegas Wash not by
the workings of alure bt by the derlicion
ol ity and county adiistratio, o alre of
blc m.»mmn.w umn ' ol 1 e
Ing Lake Mead our mos vluable
e have o have o
degre in sanary enioering o unersand

what I happenng, or appreiae the allema-
tives avallabe,

Part 11

the sl 1 a sge usable as fortzer, and
the liguds 0 8 valuabie efuent

This s the it treatment, A second teal.
ment, a shot of chlorine is given the effuent
This makes it sale, rom a health standein,
for reuse. Las Vegas sell Nevada Powee Con
pany w0 6 millon allns a day or 80 2
millon” galkns; sells two farms, Wollnzien
and Wood, up {0 3 millon gallns a day for
8841 a millon gallos: and provids the LDS
Charch arm narly 5 millo galons a day at
™ charge
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Clark Couty Saitation Department sell
up 1o 6 millon gallons a day o the Nevada
Power Company, Winterwood and Paradise
M(ﬂ Estates goll course for $90 a millon gal-

e park department draws p do @
HIMM gallons a day for park lawn watering,
and s charged the same price.

Excess effluent from Las Vegas and Clark
Coudy is dumped no Vegas Wsh. In  year
this amounts to over 20,000 acre-feet, roughly
an average of 55 acrefeet or 18 million gallons
4 day. Fron, the standpint of vally aler
uers i i vasted

Every gallon hvmnmy Almﬂ idea
ol s fture vahu is indicated by the
mmmmcmmmmm-mw

water rpumped from Lake
diversion prject for about un 1 vam-m nl
Inm 1its pm through a full treatment
ntation, filration lnrl
chlammbm will be an additional charge
Imﬂdmﬂiy 90 a million gallons.
discharge In the wash carries phos-

phales, mouly deived from the delrgets
housewives we, This i whal nourishe the al
e in Lake Mesd. Effuent qalty oo can
oy, oy e
the wash i poarly odriss and quie clar

it Lo Ve new pan ¢ g
s 2 high sench ad i blck with seimen,

This then s the pobie, The outon Is
arder fo pin down, Becase It involes pot-
ol decisons. and cvoperation by focal edites
who woud, it seem, rather fght than pith in
on 2 common effot

From a technical standpoint, the solution
can be either mechanical ot chenvcal Meche
anically, efiuent can be ftered through sand
and gravel, (hen reeaptured in reservoirs for
swimming, fishing and boating as is done in
Southern Caliornia, - EisnerStewart in_their
County maser plan suggesed a series of [
ervoirs and park itrlching along the benel
Tand above Vegas Wash as a major rqm]
recreation facliy.

Or, all of the effluent could be used as s
withod furtber tratment 1o water puh and
gnll mnu. eliminating the drain on hij

iy mdergund vales, North Lag Vegas
s o do this when it gots big enough
1o o e plnt

Jumes . Parot, manager o Clark Coun-
ty Saniaton Dt s esinated 2
ing staton, reseroi and ditributon system
large eough (o handle the exces from the
L Ve vl et i
or




First step in treotment of effluent, It is
sproyed over bed of gravel where
helptul bacteria refine it to point thet
shot of chlorine qualifies it for o sanitory
certificote,

equalize ther cost with those who wil be using
water diverted from Lake Mead

11 we continue 1o dump elfident in the
wash, Lake Mead coud be-protected in two
ways. The waler coukd be run into a pond
where algae s grown and continvously har-
vested for frtlzer or high protei cattle feed
The captive algae, now a water purifer, would
consume the phosphates, leaving none. for
aquatic growth in the lake.

Or the effluent can be put through a fer-
tiary, or third, chemical treatment by adding
Jime_ Lime combines with the phosphat, lock-
ing it up s plants cannat utilze . Nevada
Power Company has a simple efective sysem
o do this 50 algae won't grow on their cooling
fowers

The question is what is the best solution?
“This s the quetion North Las Vegas Ciy
Manager Clay Lynch rased on March 24, 1964
at the first of a”seres of meetings he gt
wdervay by dragoming, cajling, pleading
and goading every poltical enity and agency
which had anything to do wih water of sew-
age

Culvert on Pabco Road in Vegas Wash, On an average day, 18 milli
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Al Lynch g afer five or six meelings
was_ anather study of the problem. Now the
question is the responsibility of the Clark
County Regional Planning Councik= Murray
Hoyt, council secretary, has suggested  that
federal funds might be obtained for a soution
stody, an_approach which Lynch certairly

u
would not be adverse to

s fall Senaor Howard Canoon_ picked
up the problem and announced that the Interior
Department and other (ideral agences were
prepared to help i there was a request from
the  govemmor. Governor Paul Laxalt replied
that the foderal bodgetary situation being what
itis “Jocal constructions can be under:
taken in progression only as funds become
avallable.” Lazalt added that “The problems
are well on their way to solution.” So Cannon
and Laxalt are at loggerheads.

And Las Vegas and North Las Vegas are
at loggerheads over who shoukd make the
study, a Calfomia, an Arzona or a ocal firm
Also Clark County and North Las Vegas are at
loggerheads. North Las Vegas already has
paid for their own stdy and want the county,

one of the finest boot harbors and swimming beaches on Lake Meod.

s egional soluion is requied, o oot
the bill or the ring regort. U
fortunately, loggerheads s one ol the worst
‘mutrients for pr

With the cities scrambling for new res
enues to finance essential operations — they
just got tumed down on a request o share in
the sals tax — it s doubtful If ocal enttes
can find any spare cash to tackle the effloent
problem as Lazalt suggests.

Some may feel that the palution of Lake
Mead has been overstated. But, even when no
more nutrient-rich effluent reaches the lake it
will take several years for water movement
due to currents, wind and temperature changes
{0 disperse and  dilute the phosphate to_the
point where it 1o longer is  factor in algae
growth. Every year of pollted discharge mul-
tiples the years it will take for sick Las Vegas
Wash to get back to its former healthy state.

Federal partcipaion, burylng of party
hatchels and a truce in local antagonism
would seem to be a smal price 10 pay fo de-
polte Lake Mead

ion gollons or 55 acre-feet of woter pour down to pollute
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