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Recent Changes in Water Quality

Committees
Termination of SCOP and BBAMP

Participation by Federal, State, and Local agencies and Downstream
Users

Developed Water Quality Objectives, Items of Concern, and
Management Action Plan

Water Quality Objectives

Manage SCOP and wastewater operations to meet the common objectives of the
parties to the BBAMP

Protect Lake Mead National Recreation Area values and water based recreation

Meet State and Federal water quality standards for the Las Vegas Wash, Las Vegas
Bay, and Lake Mead

Protect wildlife in the Las Vegas Wash and Lake Mead
Protect source water in Lake Mead to support drinking water use
Optimize regional resources of water and energy
[tems of Concern
Drinking Water Protection
Phosphorus in Lake Mead and below Hoover Dam
Quagga Mussels
Ecosystem Health in Las Vegas Wash, Las Vegas Bay, and Boulder Basin
Recreation in Boulder Basin




Recent Changes in Water Quality
Committees

Water 2025 Committee - SNPLMA funding exhausted
Participation by Federal, State, and Local agencies

Quarterly updates on SNPLMA funded projects
conducted USGS, Reclamation, USFWS, UNLV, and
UNR

Organized Lake Mead Science Symposium in 2009
and 2012

Developed “Long-term Limnological and Aquatic
Resource Monitoring and Research Plan for Lakes
Mead and Mohave” and provided required yearly
summaries of water quality data in Lake Mead




“Long Term Limnological and Aquatic

Resource Monitoring and Research Plan
for Lakes Mead and Mohave”

Six Catagories
Water Quality and Limnology
Fish and Aquatic Biota

Stressors
Sediment
Birds

Riparian Resources




“Long Term Limnological and Aquatic
Resource Monitoring and Research Plan

for Lakes Mead and Mohave”

Six goals
Lakes Mead and Mohave maintain water quality that supports a
healthy sport fishery

Lakes Mead and Mohave maintain water quality that supports healthy
populations of native fish

Lakes Mead and Mohave maintain water quality that support healthy
populations of aquatic dependent wildlife

Lakes Mead and Mohave maintain water quality that support healthy
populations of riparian, aquatic, and shoreline dependent native
vegetation

Lakes Mead and Mohave maintain water quality in support of existing
high quality setting for water-based recreation

Lakes Mead and Mohave maintain water quality that supports
regional and community needs for municipal and industrial uses,
including domestic water supply and Colorado River system return
flow credits




What will fill the Gap?




LMWQF Ecosystem Monitoring
Workgroup

Develop goals

Assign staff from different agencies to provide yearly
summaries of data collected so workgroup can look for
trends

Standing agenda items
New projects
Funding opportunities
Publications
Agency updates




Examples of Yearly Summaries

1%t Quarter
UNLV Quagga Mussel Monitoring
USGS and FWS ECC Monitoring
UNR and DRI Sediment Monitoring
NDEP Perchlorate Treatment in Las Vegas Valley

2nd Quarter
Reclamation Denver Lake Mead Monitoring

Reclamation Lower Colorado Region Lake Mead Monitoring
USGS Platform Data

3'd Quarter

City of Las Vegas Lake Mead Monitoring

SNWA Lake Mead Monitoring

Las Vegas Wash Water Quality Monitoring (SNWA and City of Henderson)
Las Vegas Wash Stormwater Monitoring

4 Quarter
NDOW Shad Trawl
BioWest Razorback Sucker
Las Vegas Wash and Lake Mead Bird Counts
Las Vegas Wash and Lake Mead Riparian and Aquatic Vegetation Surveys
Recreational Suitability Criteria




Purpose of Workgroup

To have a very applied committee that would
focus on trends in water quality and biota




Participants

Anyone that would like to join! (Go to
Meeting)

Federal

State

Local

Downstream Users




First Meeting

February?

Meeting Agenda
Select Chair
Decide on frequency of meetings and

length
Develop calendar of speakers

Develop goals

Minutes — NPS will fund UNLYV for first
three meetings




Comments/Questions?
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