
 

 

Nevada Water and Wastewater Operator’s 
Forum 

  
Hosted by:  Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Safe Drinking Water 

  901 South Stewart Street, Suite 4001, Carson City, NV  89701 
 

Meeting Minutes  
Wednesday, November 13, 2013 – 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
Location: Richard H. Bryan Building,  

 4th Floor South Conference Room 
 901 S. Stewart Street, Carson City, NV 89701 
 
Videoconference 

 

NDEP Las Vegas Office,  
Red Rock Conference Room 
2030 E. Flamingo Rd., Ste 230 
Las Vegas, NV 

and Elko-area attendees, please use  
the phone conference line. 
Videoconference from Great  
Basin College will not be  
available. 

 
Phone conference to:  1-888-363-4734, access code 1515199 
 
Agenda 

 
1) Call to Order and Introductions. (Dale Johnson)   The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. 

 
Forum Members Present:  Dale Johnson, Elko County; Bob Foerster, NvRWA; Harvey Johnson, 
IVGID;  Dave Johnson, SNWA; Mike Ariztia, Sun Valley GID;   
 
Introductions and Guests:  Chris Hoffert, City of Elko; Brian Gibbs, Lyon Co Utilities; Scott 
Fleckenstein, Lyon Co Utilities; Michelle Stamates, NDEP OFA; Greg Reed, RHGID; Ron Penrose, 
TMWA. 
 
Conference Call:  Cam McKay, KGID; Jennifer McMartin, Waste Water Operator Certification; 
Kevin Fisher, LVVWD; Charlie Stewart, Ruby Mtn; Mike Johnson, Churchill Co; Rafe Cordell, 
Circus Circus. 
 
Las Vegas:  Tom Georgi, LVVWD; Andrew Storla; Dave Johnson 
 
Elko:  Lynn Forsberg, Elko CP 
 
Representing the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP):  Bureau of Safe 
Drinking Water; Jennifer Carr, Bureau Chief; Max Sosa, ES III BSDW Op Cert Program; Rachel 
Breeden and Susan Bunch, Administrative Assistants 
 

2) Approval of Forum/NTC Minutes from June 25, 2013. – Action Item  
Harvey Johnson moved to approve.  Mike Ariztia seconded the motion to approve. 
 

 



 
3)  Drinking Water Exam Results Review from June and September 2013 tests. ( Max Sosa) 

Max - Reviewed exam statistics. Number of passing scores for June rate was 67%.  There seem to be 
a deficiency in math across all the grades.  September was higher at 78%. There was a noticeable 
improvement in math section in the higher grades. There are some issues on the types of treatment 
processes and equipment source water in the grades 3 and 4 not mastering a rate more than 20 
percent. Overall, results showed an improvement for the Treatment grades 3 and 4. 
 
Cam - Is concerned about math low scores and also training in safety, security and procedures. 
 
JC – That’s the highest percent passing we have seen. 
 
Ron - Exam process and protocol has improved.  Testing numbers have gone down in examinees, 
but examinee prep time and attention to test has gone up.  Examinees are taking the exam more 
seriously and professionally. Also, there is an Earthquake vulnerability class if anyone would like to 
attend. 
 
Mike A - Is interested in number of times examinees have taken the test (taking it serious, study and 
taken it a lot you finally passed).  
 
Ron – Added to Mike’s comments some have employees at TMWA reach a point at a grade level 
can’t seem to get over the hump and may have plateau can’t seem to proceed.  The issue of 
infrastructure security is important along with emergency preparedness taken to a higher level.  
TMWA takes this seriously.  Mike A has been involved at emergency response training sessions.   
Anyone interested in the emergency preparedness and emergency response and somewhat focused 
on earthquake vulnerability are welcome to attend.  Ron stated that when he prepares an agenda for 
this particular training he will forward it on to Jennifer Carr and Max. 
 
Dale – Took and passsed the D4 test.  The training course he took was “The American Water 
College” for the D3 and D4.  Dale highly recommends it.  It helped in learning the math. 
 

4) Training Needs / Forum Input 
Cam in agreement with Ron in proposing that the emergency preparedness, emergency response and 
earthquake vulnerability training would be beneficial. 
 
Ron - Will share TMWA training schedule for 2014 and information quarterly and will make it 
available to all on the TMWA website. 
 

5) NDEP Updates (Jennifer Carr, P.E., Bureau of Safe drinking Water) 
Jennifer C – Nan Paulson Perkins retired the end of September 2013. BSDW is conducting 
interviews this Thursday and Friday. Things will be challenging due to renewals are coming in and 
are expecting 800 to 900 renewals and are in hopes of getting the renewal cards out on time. 
 
Mike A – Likes the operators’ information on the website. 
 



JC – If not aware what list Mike is referring to, there is a list posted on the website of all the 
operators with their expiration dates and what they are certified for. 
 
JC - Training is being conducted internally on the RTCR Revised Total Coliform Rule.  Regulation 
changes will trigger training for grades 1 and 2 on the total coliform rule. There will be assessment 
forms to fill out in the next year; there will be training for operators on the RTCR regulations 
amendment during next spring and summer. 
 
JC – Engineering is looking at regulations to be updated and improved. Engineering is also working 
with engineering and consultants at Las Vegas Valley Water District (LVVWD), TMWA 
engineering departments. Outreach comes first.  The last time the engineering regulations were 
reviewed was in 1997. 
 
Max – Following up on operators with more than one application and reviewing renewal 
applications. 
 
Mike A – What timeline applies looking at reciprocity’s? 
 
Jennifer – We are tracking contact hours.  Operators cannot reuse the same hours.  Also January 30th 
is a goal for the OIT Operator In Training Conversion and Reciprocity applications to be completed.  
All is still ongoing even with renewals taking longer due to administrative assistant vacancy. 
 

6) NWEA Updates (Jennifer McMartin or Harvey Johnson) 
Jennifer McMartin -NWEA will be accepting credit cards in the next couple of weeks for voluntary 
programs (not wastewater).    
 
Harvey Johnson will have an ethics statement that will be on or included to the renewal application. 
 

7) Drinking Water and Wastewater Exams @ Tri-State Conference on September 26th 2014 
South Point Hotel & Casino LV, NV (Jennifer McMartin) 
 
Jennifer M – Tri-State conference exam proctoring on the 26th.  Tri-State wants the states’ 
examinees. 
 
Ron – What day? 
 
Jennifer M – All States want exam on Friday 
 
Ron – Will follow up with Max Sosa and AWWA section 
 

8) Waterlines Publication (All Attendees) 
 Review of Prior Issue 

• Bob – Harvey’s article was good. 
a) Article Assignments for Next Edition 

• Jennifer M – Is Marcy still POC?  Yes. 



• Bob – Volunteered to write quiz questions and articles. 
• Cam – Article on security and how to improve with little cost.  Articles with 

metering, things that had happened in the field. 
• Ron – Watershed protection and Water Quality improvement at Truckee River. 
• Eric with KGID – Challenges with metering project. 
• Cam – Mention forms what the boxes mean on confidentiality? 
• Max – If operators check the box for confidentially on the applications, they will miss 

out on trainings, e-mails, etc. Also check the website calendar regularly. 
• Michelle – A lot of mailed items are coming back undeliverable. 
• New Admin person article 
• Tom – Is there a way to have operators update their own contact information? 
• JC – notes on why not?  Also current information distributed to everyone if possible. 
• Unknown – Like to go electronic in the future, very expensive. 
• JC – Major database cost around $40K. 

 
9) Member’s Open Comments    
 Bob noted a need for presenters at the Spring Conference NRWC March 18 – 20. 
  
10) Public Comments 

The next Operator’s Forum Meeting is scheduled from 3:45 pm to 5:00 pm on Thursday March 20, 
2014 at the NvRWA conference being held at the Grand Sierra Resort & Casino 2500 East Second 
Street Reno, NV 89502 

11) Agenda Items for the Next NWWOF Meeting 
Max –  Time is coming up on Board expiration dates. We need to know if you wish to stay on as a 
Forum member.   
 
Tom Georgi, Cameron McKay, and Mike Ariztia will continue to serve. 
 
Dale Johnson will talk to us in regards to water /sewer Jennifer Carr 
 
Reshuffle the Chair and Vice chair 
 
Advise Max if wanting to add any items to the next agenda scheduled March 20, 2014 
 

12) Upcoming Conferences/Trainings – New postings regularly, please visit our Google calendar at: 
http://ndep.nv.gov/dwo/main/calendar.html 
Max – Will keep web-site up to date.  If interested, training is posted on web-site along with on-line 
training. 
 
Bob – Management, topics, security and table top exercise. 
 
NWEA Conference in April 22-24 at the Nugget 
 

http://ndep.nv.gov/dwo/main/calendar.html


NDEP Regulatory day same as the Forum Meeting at the NvRWA Conference Thursday March 20, 
2014 
 
Michelle & Max attending upcoming ASDWA Conference in Atlanta. 
 

13) Next Forum Meeting(s) – Action Item 
The next Operator’s Forum Meeting will be Thursday March 20, 2014 at the NvRWA conference 
Grand Sierra Resort & Casino 2500 East Second Street Reno, NV 89502 
 
 

14) Adjourn 
Harvey made first motion to adjourn.  Bob seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 11:04. 

 
Reminder to Certified Operators: You are eligible to receive renewal contact hours for attendance at Operator Forum 
meetings! 


