
 

 
 

 

FACTSHEET 

(pursuant to NAC 445A.236) 

Permittee Name: PILOT TRAVEL CENTERS, LLC  

5508 LONAS ROAD  

KNOXVILLE, TN - 37909 

  

Permit Number: NS2009500 

  

Location: PILOT TRAVEL CENTER WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - 
WINNEMUCCA, HUMBOLDT 

  5625 WEST WINNEMUCCA BLVD, WINNEMUCCA, NV - 89445 

LATITUDE: 40.930944, LONGITUDE: -117.804536 

TOWNSHIP: 36 N, RANGE: 38 E, SECTION: 30 
  

Outfall / 
Well Num

Outfall / Well
Name

Location 
Type

Well 
Log 
Num

Outfall City
Outfall 
State

Outfall 
Zip

Outfall 
County

Latitude Longitude
Receiving 

Water

001 LEACH FIELD 
External 
Outfall 

WINNEMUCCA NV 89445 HUMBOLDT 40.931019 -117.806228 GROUNDWATER 

002 
BACKWASH 
POND 

External 
Outfall 

WINNEMUCCA NV 89445 HUMBOLDT 40.932139 -117.803708 GROUNDWATER 

 

General: 

The Permittee operates Pilot Travel Center #485 which is located at 5625 West Winnemucca Boulevard,
near the Highway 80 Interchange in West Winnemucca, Humboldt County, Nevada. Pilot Travel Center is an
all-inclusive truck stop and has been operational since January 2009. Domestic wastewater is discharged
from a convenience store, dining area, public restrooms, and shower/laundry facilities reserved for the truck
drivers. Wastewater treatment is provided in a Bioclere onsite sewage disposal system manufactured by
Aqua Point. 
 
Wastewater generated by the facility flows to a macerator (for grinding) prior to being pumped to three
5,000 gallon septic tanks used for sludge storage and anaerobic treatment. Water then flows by gravity
from the septic tanks to a 6,500 gallon equalization tank equipped with an aerator before being conveyed to
three Bioclere bioreactors. Bioclere #1 acts as the primary filter for the majority of biochemical oxygen
demand (BOD) removal. Wastewater then flows to a splitter box to divide the flow evenly between Bioclere
#2 and Bioclere #3, where the majority of nitrification occurs. Inside the bioreactors, sludge and/or treated
effluent from the clarifier can be recycled back to the front of the septic tanks or to the top of the bioreactors
for additional treatment. Prior to disposal in the leach field, carbon is added to the effluent in an anoxic tank
for denitrification. 
 
Outfall 002 has been added in this renewal to authorize the discharge of water softener brine backwash. 
The backwash is discharged to a lined pond on the northeast side of the property. 
 
  

Discharge Characteristics: 

This facility produces denitrified effluent from a Bioclere wastewater treatment plant.  The 30-day average
flow for January 2009 through December 2013 was reported to be 0.006 million gallons per day (MGD). 
The discharge from the treatment unit had the following average concentrations for the above mentioned
time period: 
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5-day Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD5): 17.2 mg/L 

Total Suspended Solids (TSS): 23.4 mg/L 
Total Nitrogen: 25.1 mg/L 
pH: 7.35 S.U. 
 
The Permittee has worked with the package plant's manufacturer to implement operational changes to
reduce total nitrogen levels in the effluent.  The recent operational changes to the plant have reduced the
total nitrogen concentration in the effluent below the permit limit of 10 mg/L for the 1st quarter of 2014. 

  

Receiving Water: 

The receiving water is groundwater of the State of Nevada via percolation in a leach field.  The depth to
groundwater is reported to be 15 feet below ground surface and flows to the southwest.
  

Summary of Changes From Previous Permit: 

Outfall 002 has been added to the permit to incorporate the discharge of water softener backwash to a lined
a pond. 
 
Due to a new permit naming convention at NDEP, Bureau of Water Pollution Control, the permit
identification has been changed from NEV2009500 to NS2009500.  This change does not reflect a change
in the type of permit being issued.  NEV and NS permits are for groundwater discharges to the State of
Nevada.  These are not to be confused with NV permits which are reserved for NPDES permitting.
 

Proposed Effluent Limitations: 

The discharge shall be limited and monitored by the Permittee as specified below.
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WWTP Discharge Limitations Table for Sample Location 001 (External Outfall) To Be Reported 
Monthly  

  

  Discharge Limitations Monitoring Requirements

Parameter Base Quantity Concentration
M o n i t o r i n g  
Loc

Sample 
Loc

Measurement 
Frequency

S a m p l e  
Type

Flow rate 
30 Day 
Average 

<= 0.010 
Million 
Gallons 
per Day 
(Mgal/d) 

Effluent 
Gross 

001 Continuous METER 

Flow rate 
Daily 
Maximum 

<= 0.015 
Million 
Gallons 
per Day 
(Mgal/d) 

Effluent 
Gross 

001 Continuous METER 
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WWTP Discharge Limitations Table for Sample Location 001 (External Outfall) To Be Reported 
Quarterly  

  

  Discharge Limitations Monitoring Requirements

Parameter Base Quantity Concentration
M o n i t o r i n g  
Loc

Sample 
Loc

Measurement 
Frequency

S a m p l e  
Type

BOD, 5-day 

Quarterly 
Maximum
[1]

 

<= 45 
Milligrams 
per Liter 
(mg/L) 

Effluent 
Gross 

001 Quarterly DISCRT 

Solids, total 
suspended 

Quarterly 

Average[1]
 

<= 30 
Milligrams 
per Liter 
(mg/L) 

Effluent 
Gross 

001 Quarterly DISCRT 

Solids, total 
suspended 

Quarterly 
Maximum
[1]

 

<= 45 
Milligrams 
per Liter 
(mg/L) 

Effluent 
Gross 

001 Quarterly DISCRT 

Nitrogen, total 
Quarterly 
Maximum 

<= 10 
Milligrams 
per Liter 
(mg/L) 

Effluent 
Gross 

001 Quarterly DISCRT 

pH, maximum Maximum 

<= 9.0 
Standard 
Units (SU) 

Effluent 
Gross 

001 Quarterly DISCRT 

pH, minimum Minimum 

>= 6.0 
Standard 
Units (SU) 

Effluent 
Gross 

001 Quarterly DISCRT 

BOD, 5-day 

Quarterly 

Average[1]
 

<= 30 
Milligrams 
per Liter 
(mg/L) 

Effluent 
Gross 

001 Quarterly DISCRT 

Notes (WWTP Discharge Limitations Table): 

   
1. If one sample is reported for a quarterly period, the 30 mg/L discharge limit is applied.  If two or more samples are reported during a quarter, the

quarterly average of 30 mg/L and the quarterly maximum of 45 mg/L are applied. 
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WWTP Discharge Limitations Table for Sample Location 002 (External Outfall) To Be Reported 
Monthly  

  

  Discharge Limitations Monitoring Requirements

Parameter Base Quantity Concentration
M o n i t o r i n g  
Loc

Sample 
Loc

Measurement 
Frequency

S a m p l e  
Type

Flow rate 
30 Day 
Average 

M&R 
Million 
Gallons 
per Day 
(Mgal/d) 

Effluent 
Gross 

002 Continuous CALCTD 

  

  

Rationale for Permit Requirements: 

BOD
5
:  The Division requires treatment plants to achieve BOD

5
 levels of 30 mg/L and 45 mg/L for the 30-

day average and daily maximum values, respectively. 
 
TSS:  The Division requires treatment plants to achieve TSS levels of 30 mg/L and 45 mg/L for the 30-day
average and daily maximum values, respectively. 
 
Total Nitrogen:  The Division's standard for total nitrogen is 10 mg/L. 
 
pH:  The 6.0 to 9.0 standard units limitation is based on secondary treatment standards in NAC 445A.275.
  

Special Conditions: 

  

  
SA – Special Approvals / Conditions Table 

There are no Special Approval / Condition items 

Flow: 

Flow is tracked to ensure that the design capacity of the treatment system is not exceeded.  The 30-day
average and daily maximum flow limits are 0.010 MGD and 0.015 MGD, respectively. 
  

Corrective Action Sites: 

There is one Bureau of Corrective Actions remediation site located within one mile of this facility.  The
remediation site is located on the Pilot Travel Center property due to leaking underground fuel storage
tanks.  Continued operation of the treatment system is not anticipated to effect remediation activities.
  

Wellhead Protection Program: 

The facility is not located within an established Drinking Water Protection Area or Wellhead Protection Area.
  

Schedule of Compliance:  
 

SOC – Schedule of Compliance Table 

Item
#

Description Due Date

The Permittee shall submit for review and approval two (2) copies of an updated Operations
and Maintenance (O&M) Manual, compiled in accordance with the Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection (NDEP) guidance document WTS-2, "Minimum Information 
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1 Required for an Operation and Maintenance Manual for a Wastewater Treatment Plant." The
O&M Manual shall be prepared by a Nevada Registered Professional Engineer or Division-
approved qualified person. If prepared by a Nevada Registered Professional Engineer, the 

O&M Manual shall be wet stamped.[1]
 

11/1/2014

Notes (Schedule of Compliance Table): 

   
1. If no updates or revisions are required, the Permittee shall submit a letter by the above due date stating that there have been no changes to the 

previous approved O&M Manual. 

  

Deliverable Schedule:  
 

 

DLV– Deliverable Schedule for Reports, Plans, and Other Submittals 

Item # Description Interval First Scheduled Due Date

1 Quarterly DMRs Quarterly 10/28/2014 

2 Annual Report Annually 1/28/2015 

  

Procedures for Public Comment: 

The Notice of the Division's intent to issue a permit authorizing the facility to discharge to groundwater of the
State of Nevada subject to the conditions contained within the permit, is being sent to the Humboldt Sun
and Reno Gazette Journal for publication. The notice is being mailed to interested persons on our mailing
list. Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed permit can do so in writing until 5:00 P.M. 8/1/2014 , a
period of 30 days following the date of the public notice. The comment period can be extended at the
discretion of the Administrator. 
  

A public hearing on the proposed determination can be requested by the applicant, any affected State, any
affected interstate agency, the Regional Administrator of EPA Region IX or any interested agency, person
or group of persons. The request must be filed within the comment period and must indicate the interest of
the person filing the request and the reasons why a hearing is warranted. Any public hearing determined by
the Administrator to be held must be conducted in the geographical area of the proposed discharge or any
other area the Administrator determined to be appropriate. All public hearings must be conducted to
accordance with NAC 445A.238. 
  

The final determination of the Administrator may be appealed to the State Environmental Commission
pursuant to NRS 445A.605. 
  

Proposed Determination: 

The Division has made the tentative determination to issue / re-issue the proposed 5-year permit. 
  

Prepared by:  Jason Ferrin 

Date:                  6/25/2014 

Title:                   E.I., Staff II Associate 
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