
 

 

FACT SHEET 

(Pursuant to NAC 445A.236) 
 
Permittee Name:   Baker Water & Sewer General Improvement District 

P.O. Box 165 
    Baker, NV  89311 
 
Permit Number:   NS0094012 (NEV94012) 
 
Location:    One (1) mile north-northeast of Baker 
    White Pine County 

    Latitude:  39 01 33 N 

    Longitude:  114 07 03 W 
    Township 13N, Range 70E, Section 4, MDB&M 
 
Outfalls:   001 – Influent Weir  
    002 - Percolation/Evaporation Pond 
    003 – Monitoring Well MW-1 
 
 
General:  Baker Water & Sewer General Improvement District (BGID) has applied for renewal of 
groundwater discharge permit NS0094012, formerly NEV94012.  BGID operates a facultative pond 
wastewater treatment facility (WWTF) that receives influent from approximately 80 residential and 
non-industrial commercial service connections.  Prior to construction of the WWTF in 1995, area 
residents were served by individual septic systems.   
 
The WWTF consists of two (2) clay-lined primary treatment ponds and one (1) secondary unlined 
percolation/evaporation pond.  Anticipated community growth has not occurred, and low influent 
flow rates have made efficient operation of the treatment system difficult.  To improve efficiency, 
the northern primary pond has been abandoned, and all influent flow is routed to the southern 
primary pond.  Irrigation water is periodically added to the active primary pond to maintain effective 
facultative treatment and odor control.  The secondary percolation/evaporation pond has not 
received treated effluent due to low influent flows and high evaporation rates in the primary 
treatment pond.  There is one groundwater monitoring well (MW-1) located east of the secondary 
treatment pond, down-gradient of the WWTF.   
 
Flow:  The WWTF is designed to treat a maximum flow of 0.045 million gallons per day (MGD).   
 
Site Groundwater:  Depth to groundwater at the WWTF has been reported between 18 and 23 feet 
below ground surface.  Groundwater flow is reported to be easterly.  Groundwater monitoring is 
required. 
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Receiving Water:  Treated effluent will either be discharged to groundwater of the State via 
percolation in the percolation/evaporation pond, or be left in the primary pond to evaporate.  
 
Well Head and Drinking Water Supply Protection:  The treatment facility is not located within a 
Drinking Water Protection Area or a Wellhead Protection Area established for any well sources.   
 
Corrective Action Sites:  There are no Bureau of Corrective Actions remediation sites within a one-
mile radius of the treatment facility. 
 
Effluent Flow and Characteristics:  During the previous five (5) years (October, 2007 to September, 
2012), there has been no discharge of effluent from the primary treatment pond to the secondary 
pond, therefore no effluent samples have been taken.   
 
Proposed Effluent Limitations and Special Conditions:  NDEP proposes the following permit 
limitations and monitoring requirements: 
 
 

Table 1: Discharge Limitations 
 Discharge Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Parameter Base Quantity Concentration 
Monitoring 

Location 
Sample 

Location 
Measurement 

Frequency 
Sample 

Type 

Flow Rate 
30 Day 

Average 

<= 0.045 
Million 
Gallons 
per Day 
(Mgal/d) 

-------- Intake 001 Continuous WEIR 

Flow Rate 
30 Day 

Maximum 

<= 0.045 
Million 
Gallons 
per Day 
(Mgal/d) 

-------- Intake 001 Continuous WEIR 

CBOD,  
05 day, 20 C 

Quarterly 
Maximum 

-------- 
<= 45 

Milligrams per 
Liter (mg/L) 

Effluent 
Gross 

002 Quarterly[1] DSCRT 

Solids, total 
suspended 

Quarterly 
Maximum 

-------- 
<= 90 

Milligrams per 
Liter (mg/L) 

Effluent 
Gross 

002 Quarterly[1] DSCRT 

Nitrogen, 
total 

Quarterly 
Maximum 

-------- M&R 
Effluent 

Gross 
002 Quarterly[1] DSCRT 

pH, 
minimum 

Quarterly 
Minimum 

-------- 
>= 6 Standard 

Units (SU) 
Effluent 

Gross 
002 Quarterly[1] DSCRT 

pH, 
maximum 

Quarterly 
Maximum 

-------- 
<= 9 Standard 

Units (SU) 
Effluent 
Gross n 

002 Quarterly[1] DSCRT 

1:  If no effluent is discharged to the percolation/evaporation pond, enter “No Discharge” on the 
discharge monitoring report for that quarter. 
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Groundwater Monitoring:  The previous permit required BGID to monitor the depth to groundwater in 
monitoring well MW-1 quarterly, and to sample for nitrate as N and chloride annually in the third 
quarter.  Monitored parameters will be updated in the renewed permit, as indicated in Table 2, to 
maintain consistency with current Division policy.  
 

Table 2: Monitoring Well Limitations and Requirements 

 Discharge Limitations Monitoring Requirements 

Parameter Base Quantity Concentration 
Monitoring 

Location 
Sample 

Location 
Measurement 

Frequency 
Sample 

Type 

Depth to 
water level 
below land 
surface 

Value 
M&R 
(feet) 

-------- Groundwater 003 Quarterly VISUAL 

Nitrogen, total Value -------- 
< 10 

Milligrams per 
Liter (mg/L) 

Groundwater 003 Annually[1] DISCRT 

Chloride (as 
Cl) 

Value -------- 
M&R  

Milligrams per 
Liter (mg/L) 

Groundwater 003 Annually[1] DISCRT 

Solids, total 
dissolved 

Value -------- 
M&R 

Milligrams per 
Liter (mg/L) 

Groundwater 003 Annually[1] DISCRT 

1:  Report with the 3rd quarter Discharge Monitoring Report 
 
Rationale for Permit Requirements:  Monitoring is required to ensure that the treatment plant 
capacity is not exceeded and to monitor groundwater quality.  The monitoring proposed by this 
permit is consistent with current practices at similar facilities.   
 
Schedule of Compliance:  The Permittee shall implement and comply with the provisions of the 
schedule of compliance after approval by the Administrator, including in said implementation and 
compliance, any additions or modifications that the Administrator may make in approving the 
schedule of compliance: 
 

a. The Permittee shall achieve compliance with the effluent limitations upon issuance of the 
permit. 
 

b. By MMM DD, 2012 (60 days from permit issuance), the Permittee shall submit two (2) copies 
of an updated Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Manual for review and approval by the 
Division.  The O&M Manual shall be compiled in accordance with appropriate sections of 
WTS-2, Minimum Information Required for an Operation and Maintenance Manual for a 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.   
 
If no updates or revisions are required, the Permittee shall submit a letter by the above due 
date stating that there have been no changes to the previously approved O&M Manual.  

 
Before implementing changes to an approved O&M Manual, the Permittee shall submit proposed 
changes to the Division for review and approval. 
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All schedule of compliance submittals and evidence of compliance documents shall be submitted to 
the Bureau of Water Pollution Control at the following address: 
 

Division of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Water Pollution Control 
901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 4001 

Carson City, Nevada 89701 
 
Proposed Determination:  The Division has made the tentative determination to renew the proposed 
permit for a period of five (5) years. 
 
Procedures for Public Comment:  The Notice of the Division’s intent to renew a groundwater 
discharge permit authorizing this facility to discharge treated effluent to groundwater of the State of 
Nevada for a five-year period, subject to the conditions contained within the permit, is being sent to 
the Las Vegas Review Journal and The Ely Times for publication.   
 
The Notice is being mailed to interested persons on our mailing list.  Anyone wishing to comment on 
the proposed permit can do so in writing for a period of thirty (30) days following the date of public 
notice in the newspaper.  The comment period can be extended at the discretion of the 
Administrator.  The deadline date and time by which all comments are to be submitted (via 
postmarked mail or time-stamped faxes, e-mails, or hand-delivered items) to the Division is 
December 10, 2012, by 5:00 P.M. 
 
A public hearing on the proposed determination can be requested by the applicant, any affected 
State, any affected interstate agency, the Regional Administrator of EPA Region IX or any interested 
agency, person or group of persons.  The request must be filed within the comment period and must 
indicate the interest of the person filing the request and the reasons why a hearing is warranted. 
Any public hearing determined by the Administrator to be held must be conducted in the geographical 
area of the proposed discharge or any other area the Administrator determines to be appropriate.  All 
public hearings must be conducted in accordance with NAC 445A.238. 
 
The final determination of the Administrator may be appealed to the State Environmental Commission 
pursuant to NRS 445A.605. 
 
Prepared by:  Arthur Marr, P.E. 
Date:  October, 2012 
 

 

 


