
FACT SHEET 
(pursuant to Nevada Administrative Code 445A.236) 

 
 
Permittee Name: Waste Management of Nevada, Refuse Inc.  

100 Vassar Street 
Reno, NV 89502 

 
Permit Number:  NEV2013500 

 
Location: 13890 Mt. Anderson Street 

Reno, NV 89506 
Washoe County 
Township 21N, Range 19E, Section 30 

Facility:  Latitude:  39  39' 13" N 
Longitude: 119  53' 10" W   

 
Outfall 001:  Latitude: 39° 39' 12.09" N 

Longitude: 119° 53' 8.43" W 
 

Outfall 002:  Latitude: 39° 39' 11.38" N 
Longitude: 119° 53' 8.34" W 

 
Outfall 003:  Latitude: 39° 39' 12.71" N 

Longitude: 119° 53' 10.83" W 
 

Final Discharge: Latitude: 39° 39' 11" N 
    Longitude: 119° 53' 14" W 

 
General:  Waste Management of Nevada operates the Stead Transfer Station, a solid 
waste transfer station located in the Stead/Lemmon Valley area of Washoe County, 
Nevada, north of the Reno metropolitan area.  Collected local public and inter-
company non-hazardous solid wastes are handled at the site prior to transfer to the 
regional landfill.  All waste handling activities are performed inside the transfer 
station building.    
 
The permit was originally issued in 1995 as National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) permit NV0022411.  In the summer of 2010, it was determined by the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers that Silver Lake is a non-jurisdictional water, 
and therefore is not a water of the U.S.  Due to this circumstance, permit NV0022411 
will be cancelled and all requirements converted to state groundwater discharge 
permit NEV2013500. 
 
Drinking Water Protection:  This facility is within the 6000 foot Drinking Water 
Protection Area of Silver Lake Well 1 (NV0000190).  This well is owned by Truckee 
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Meadows Water Authority (TMWA) and is not listed with any contaminant 
vulnerabilities.  
 
Corrective Action Sites:  There are four remediation sites within one mile of the 
facility, three administered by the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 
(NDEP) Bureau of Corrective Actions (BCA) and one administered by the Washoe 
County District Health Division (WCDHD).  The permitted discharge activity is not 
expected to adversely impact the ongoing remediation actions.  Details of the 
remediation sites are listed below: 
 
Table 1: Remediation Action Sites 

 
Discharge Flow and Characteristics:  The discharge from this facility is comprised of 
the following three separate streams.   
 

 Outfall 001:  Groundwater intercepted in a subsurface drain system for site 
dewatering purposes.  A portion of the groundwater below the site has been 
impacted by a regional plume of chlorinated solvents, which is being addressed 
by BCA.  This intercepted groundwater is mostly used for landscape irrigation 
and as a trash compaction aid, while any excess is discharged to Silver Lake 
Playa #3.  Treatment or segregation is not necessary since solvent 
concentrations are generally below permit limits, as shown in Table 2. 

 Outfall 002:  Stormwater collected from side trench drains and from truck ramp 
runoff. This collected water is pumped through a 2,500 gallon sand/oil 
separator for treatment prior to discharge. 

 Outfall 003:  Stormwater collected from the parking lot and facility yard.  This 
collected water is drained to a 10,000 gallon sand/oil separator for treatment 
prior to discharge. 

Groundwater is non-potable, due both to slightly elevated Total Dissolved Solids and 
the regional contaminant plume.  Groundwater in excess of that required for 
landscape irrigation and compaction and the combined streams from Outfalls 002 and 
003 are discharged via a storm drain to Silver Lake Playa #3, a typically dry lake bed 
approximately 1 mile southeast of the facility.  During the period from January 2009 
through March 2012, the facility discharged the following: 

 

Project 
ID # 

Site 
Number 

Facility Name 
Corrective Action Type 
(Media/Contaminant) 

3555 D-001280 Stead Solvent Site Soil & Groundwater/Solvents 

5547 D-000753 
Former Dodd/Beal Fire 
Academy, Lower Site 

Unknown/Other 

2250 D-000509 Reno Plastics, Inc. Soil & Groundwater/Solvents 

4478 D-000169 Sierra Pacific Power Company Soil /Other 
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Table 2:  Summary of Discharge Parameters (January 2009 through March 2012) 

Outfall Parameter 
Permit 
Limit 

Average Maximum Minimum 

001, 
002, 
003 

Combined Flow (MGD) M & R 0.0440 0.126 0.0217 

 
001 

1,1,1-Trichloroethane (ppm) 0.2 0.0010 0.0015 ND 

1,1,2-Trichloroethane (ppm) 0.005 ND 

Trichloroethylene (ppm) 0.005 0.0027 0.003 0.0022 

Perchloroethylene (ppm) 0.005 ND 

1,2-Dichloropropane (ppm) 0.005 ND 

1,1-Dichloroethylene (ppm) 0.007 0.0085 .011 .007 

1,2-Dichloroethane (ppm) 0.005 ND 

1,1-Dichloroethane (ppm) M & R ND 

Chloroform (ppm) M & R .00067 .002 ND 

CBOD5 (mg/l) M & R ND 

pH (Standard Units) 6 - 9 7.62 8.0 7.30 

Total Nitrogen (mg/l) M & R 7.9 8.1 7.5 

Total Dissolved Solids (mg/l) M & R 753 760 750 

 
002 

pH (Standard Units) 6 - 9 7.43 8.02 7.0 

Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons 
(mg/l) 

M & R 2.91 6.90 ND 

 
003 

pH (Standard Units) 6 - 9 7.25 7.37 7.10 

Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons 
(mg/l) 

M & R ND 

M & R = monitor and report  ppm = parts per million 
ND = not detected    mg/l = milligram per liter 
MGD = million gallons per day 
 
Receiving Water Characteristics:  Receiving water for the Stead Transfer Station 
discharge is Silver Lake Playa #3.  Silver Lake Playa #3 is a terminal playa, and the 
lake bed is generally dry.  Waters associated with the playa are present only 
seasonally, and are generally high in dissolved salts, resulting in the somewhat 
elevated levels of total dissolved solids (TDS).  Silver Lake Playa #3 is a non-
jurisdictional water of the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Depth to groundwater is reported to be 
approximately 10 feet.  General groundwater flow is to the southwest. 
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Proposed Effluent Limitations and Monitoring Requirements:  Discharges under this 
permit shall be monitored and limited according to the following Table: 
 
Table 3:  Discharge Limitations, Sampling and Monitoring Requirements 

Outfall Parameter 

Discharge 
Limitation 

Monitoring Requirements 

30-Day 
Average 

Daily 
Maximum 

Measurement 
Frequency 

Sample 
Type 

001, 
002, 
003 

Combined Flow (MGD) M & R 
Continuous, 

Report 
Quarterly 

Recorder 

 
001 

1,1,1-Trichloroethane 
(mg/l) 

--- 0.2 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

1,1,2-Trichloroethane 
(mg/l) 

--- 0.005 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

Trichloroethylene (mg/l) --- 0.005 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

Perchloroethylene (mg/l) --- 0.005 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

1,2-Dichloropropane 
(mg/l) 

--- 0.005 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

1,1-Dichloroethylene 
(mg/l) 

--- 0.007 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

1,2-Dichloroethane (mg/l) --- 0.005 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

1,1-Dichloroethane (mg/l) M & R 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

Chloroform (mg/l) M & R 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

CBOD5 (mg/l) M & R 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

pH (Standard Units) 6 - 9 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

Total Nitrogen (mg/l) M & R 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

Total Dissolved Solids 
(mg/l) 

M & R 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

Profile I Analytes M & R 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

 
002 

pH (Standard Units) 6 - 9 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

Total Petroleum 
Hydrocarbons (mg/l) 

M & R 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

 
003 

pH (Standard Units) 6 - 9 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 

Total Petroleum 
Hydrocarbons (mg/l) 

M & R 
Annually,  

4th Qtr 
Discrete 
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Schedule of Compliance:  The Permittee shall implement and comply with the 
provisions of the schedule of compliance after approval by the Administrator, 
including in said implementation and compliance, any additions or modifications 
which the Administrator may make in approving the schedule of compliance. 
 

a. The Permittee shall achieve compliance with the effluent limitations 
upon issuance of the permit. 

b. By Month Day, 2012 (60 days), the Permittee shall submit two (2) 
copies of an updated Operations and Maintenance (O&M) Manual for 
review and approval by the Division.  If no changes have been made 
to the O&M Manual since the last submittal, a letter shall be 
submitted stating so. 

Rationale for Permit Requirements: 
 

 Flow:  Monitoring is required to assess the volume of discharge to Silver Lake 
Playa #3, and allow, if necessary, capability to evaluate and assess total 
contaminant loading to the discharge water body.   

 Outfall 001:  Outfall 001 will be monitored and limited for the following 
reasons: 

o Organic Compounds:  Organic compounds are monitored to track the 
concentrations of the encountered solvent plume.  The sampled 
chlorinated solvent compounds have consistently been below the permit 
limits.   

o CBOD5 and Total Nitrogen:  Outfall 001 will be monitored for CBOD5 and 
Total Nitrogen to ensure that these constituents are not increasing in the 
extracted groundwater.  These constituents are commonly related to 
refuse contaminated waters and may indicate groundwater 
contamination due to seepage from refuse. 

o pH, Total Dissolved Solids, and Profile I Analytes (Metals):  Outfall 001 
will be monitored for pH, TDS, and Profile I analytes to ensure that 
these constituents are not increasing in the extracted groundwater.  
These constituents may be related to refuse contaminated waters and 
may indicate groundwater contamination due to seepage from refuse at 
the transfer site.  TDS and pH analyses are also required due to induced 
groundwater flux. 

 Outfalls 002 and 003:  Outfalls 002 and 003 will be monitored for pH and Total 
Petroleum Hydrocarbons to determine the level of treatment being provided by 
the sand oil separators on stormwater runoff from truck ramps and parking 
lots.  The runoff from these areas has the potential to be affected by 
hydrocarbons that may be present on the truck ramps or parking lot surfaces. 
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Proposed Determination:  The Division had made the tentative determination to 
renew the permit for a period of five (5) years, subject to permit limitations and 
requirements. 
 
Procedure for Public Comment:  The notice of the Division’s intent to re-issue a 
permit authorizing the facility to discharge to the Silver Lake Playa #3 subject to the 
conditions contained within the permit is being sent to the  Reno Gazette-Journal for 
publication.  The notice is being mailed to interested persons on our mailing list.  
Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed permit can do so in writing for a period 
of thirty (30) days following the date of the public notice.  The comment period can 
be extended at the discretion of the Administrator.  The deadline date and time by 
which all comments are to be submitted (via postmarked mail or time-stamped faxes, 
e-mails, or hand delivered items) to the Division is 5:00 P.M. on September 20, 
2012. 
   
A public hearing on the proposed determination can be requested by the applicant, 
any affected State, any affected interstate agency, the Regional Administrator or any 
interested agency, person, or group of persons.  The request must be filed within the 
comment period and must indicate the interest of the person filing the request and 
the reasons why a hearing is warranted. 

Any public hearing determined by the Administrator to be held must be conducted in 
the geographical area of the proposed discharge or any other area the Administrator 
determined to be appropriate.  All public hearings must be conducted in accordance 
with Nevada Administrative Code 445A.238. 

The final determination of the Administrator may be appealed to the State 
Environmental Commission pursuant to Nevada Revised Statute 445A.605. 

 

Prepared by: Jason Ferrin, E.I. 
July 2012 


