
 
 

NEVADA DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
 

FACT  SHEET 
(pursuant to NAC 445A.236) 

 
Applicant: Desert Disposal 
  Keith and Janet Kubichek 
  4062 W. Winnemucca Blvd. 

Winnemucca, Nevada 89445 
 
Permit: NEV2004511 
 
Location: Latitude:  40o 58' 10" N 

Longitude:117o 50' 32" W 
  Township 36 N, Range 37 E, Section 29 
 
Corrective Actions Sites:   
There are no Bureau of Corrective Actions (BCA) remediation sites located within a one-mile 
radius of the permitted facility. 
 
Well Head and Drinking Water Supply Protection:   
The Desert Disposal Beneficial Use Site is not located within the 6000’ Drinking Water Protection 
Areas (DWPAs) of any public water supply.  The facility is not within any established Well Head 
Protection Zone. 
 
General:   
The Permittee proposes to land apply domestic septage, grease trap material, and sanitary 
wastewater from permitted commercial holding tanks to agricultural land, for beneficial use as a 
soil amendment and source of crop nutrients.  Previously, the application site consisted of 40-
acre land application site is located in the northwest corner of the Keith and Janet Kubichek 
Property, located near the intersection of Jungo Road and Cyanco Drive, west of Winnemucca, 
Nevada.  For this permit renewal, the Permittee has requested an increase of acreage under 
septage application to 50 acres. The material must be screened to remove solids over ½-inch in 
size before it can be land applied. The material must be incorporated into the soil within 6 hours 
of being land applied. Grease trap material must be mixed with domestic septage at the rate of 
one part grease trap material to three or more parts of domestic septage, by volume, before being 
land applied. A crop must be planted to uptake the nitrogen that is contained in the material 
within one year of land application. The application rate of domestic septage will be based on the 
nitrogen demand of the crop to be planted.  Dry land farming is not allowed. 
 
The Permittee is authorized to store up to 34,000 gallons of material to be land applied in five 
steel storage tanks at the land application site.  Material will be stored during inclement weather 
and when the incorporation equipment is not operational.  All sanitary wastewater from 
commercial holding tanks must be held for a minimum of seven (7) days before land application 
to affect a degree of anaerobic digestion and allow for beneficial reuse at the septage application 
rate.  Sanitary wastewater not held for seven days must be land applied at no greater than 1/6 the 
septage application rate. 
 
Receiving Water Characteristics:   
The groundwater is reported by the Permittee to be from 75 to 100 feet below ground surface.  
Other than a well owned by the Permittee, there are two reported wells in Section 29, Township 
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36 N, Range 37 E:  One owned by Northern Nevada Racing Association and one owned by 
Winnemucca Regional Raceway.  Although no water quality data was provided, the water is 
reported to be potable. 
 
Characteristics:   
Only domestic septage, grease trap material from food preparation businesses, and sanitary 
wastewater from permitted holding tanks may be land applied. No industrial or commercial 
wastewater or solids, including car wash wastes, may be land applied. Analysis of the septage is 
not required; nutrient content is based on national averages for septage, as determined by the US 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
Flow:  The application rate, in gallons of septage per acre per year shall be based on the nitrogen 
demand of the crop to be grown. For example, if the crop is rye with annual nitrogen demand of 
130 pounds per acre, domestic septage may be applied at a rate of 50,000 gallons per acre per 
year.  Other crops will dictate different application rates. 
 
Proposed Determination:   
The Division has made the tentative determination to issue the proposed permit for a five (5) 
year period. 
 
Proposed Septage Use Requirements: 
 
 Septage use must meet all of the requirements of 40CFR section 503, Standards for the 

Use or Disposal of Sewage Sludge. 
 
 Domestic septage shall not be applied to land if the depth to ground water is less than 3 

feet. 
 
 Domestic septage shall not be applied to land within 100 feet of any public roadway or 

within 600 feet of any residence. 
 
 Domestic septage shall not be applied within 200 feet of a drinking water well not 

defined as a public water system. 
 
 Domestic septage shall not be applied within 1,000 feet of a public water system well. 

 
 Domestic septage shall not be applied within 50 feet of an irrigation well that has been 

sealed per Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 534.380. 
 

 Domestic septage shall not be applied within 200 feet of an irrigation well that is not 
sealed or cannot be documented as sealed per NAC 534.380. 
 

 The land application site shall be fenced and posted with warning signs stating 
“DOMESTIC SEPTAGE APPLIED, NO TRESSPASSING” or similar. 

 
 If the applier of the domestic septage is not the owner of the land on which the domestic 

septage is to be applied a written copy of the agreement between the landowner and the 
applier shall be submitted to the Division before any domestic septage is applied. 
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 Equipment to incorporate the domestic septage into the soil shall be on the site and in 

operating condition at the time of land application. 
 
 Material pumped from portable toilets, holding tanks, or similar devices where the 

material is unlikely to have been anaerobically digested, shall be land applied at a rate 
one-sixth of the domestic septage application rate. 

 
 Sanitary wastewater pumped from permitted commercial holding tanks, held without 

addition of new material for a minimum of seven days before land application to ensure 
adequate anaerobic digestion, may be land applied at the domestic septage application 
rate.  If sanitary wastewater from commercial holding tanks is not held for a minimum of 
seven days, it may be land applied at no greater than 1/6 the domestic septage application 
rate.  The Permittee shall verify that the minimum holding times have been met. 

 
 Grease trap material shall be mixed with domestic septage at a rate of one part grease trap 

material to at least three parts domestic septage, by volume, before it is land applied. 
 
 Food crops shall not be grown on land that has had domestic septage applied within the 

past five (5) years. 
 
 The domestic septage shall be land applied at a uniform rate by means of a spray bar, 

splash plate, or similar method approved by the Division. 
 
 The domestic septage shall be screened through a ½-inch or finer screen to remove solids 

from the septage prior to land application. Solid material removed from the septage shall 
be disposed in an approved landfill. 

 
 All tanks used for storage at the beneficial use site shall be permanently labeled to 

identify the contents of the tank, the Permittee, the Permittee’s phone number, and the 
Permittee’s address. 

 
 All tanks storing domestic septage shall be inspected daily for leakage. Documentation of 

the inspections shall be maintained in a bound logbook at the facility. Leaking tanks shall 
be immediately evacuated and removed from service until all leaks have been repaired. 

 
 If the crop is grazed, and not harvested, the Permittee shall not reapply domestic septage 

to the same land more frequently that once every five years. 
 
Rationale for Permit Requirements:   
Permit requirements are necessary to protect the public health and prevent the beneficial use site 
from becoming a public nuisance and a source of groundwater contamination. 
 
Procedures for Public Comment:   
The Notice of the Division's intent to issue a permit authorizing the facility to discharge to the 
groundwater of the State of Nevada subject to the conditions contained within the permit, is 
being sent to the Humboldt Sun and the Reno Gazette Journal for publication. The notice is 
being mailed to interested persons on our mailing list. Anyone wishing to comment on the 
proposed permit can do so in writing until 5:00 P.M. November 30, 2009, a period of 30 days 
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following the date of the public notice. The comment period can be extended at the discretion of 
the Administrator. 
 
A public hearing on the proposed determination can be requested by the applicant, any affected 
State, any affected interstate agency, the Regional Administrator of EPA Region IX or any 
interested agency, person or group of persons. The request must be filed within the comment 
period and must indicate the interest of the person filing the request and the reasons why a 
hearing is warranted. Public hearings granted by the Division shall be conducted in accordance 
with NAC 445A.238. 
 
The final determination of the Administrator may be appealed to the State Environmental 
Commission pursuant to NRS 445A.605. 
 
Prepared by: Janine Hartley, P.E. 

Draft: September, 2009 


