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What we will cover today!What we will cover today!

Regulatory program
Government roles
Solid waste management planning
Nevada’s solid waste management plan
Local solid waste planning
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Regulatory ProgramRegulatory Program

US EPA approved Nevada to enforce the federal 
municipal landfill regulations
Nevada Revised Statutes and Nevada 
Administrative Code govern solid waste 
management in Nevada
The NRS & NAC are available online at: 
http://www.ndep.nv.gov
Local ordinances
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Planning requirementsPlanning requirements

Every municipality or district board of health 
must develop a plan to manage solid waste

Entire process of storage, collection, transportation, 
processing, recycling and disposal of solid waste

Plans must be updated every 5 years
Every plan must be approved by the Division
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Government rolesGovernment roles--
Solid waste management authoritiesSolid waste management authorities

Southern Nevada Health District
Washoe County District Health Department
NDEP in all other areas of the state
Each authority is responsible for

Regulating the solid waste management system
Implementing municipal landfill regulations
Compliance inspections and enforcement
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Other governmental rolesOther governmental rolesOther governmental roles
State Government

Statewide planning
Implement a program for recycling
Public information and education 
Review of Health District solid waste programs

Municipal Governments
Develop a solid waste management plan
Adopt ordinances
Enter franchise agreements and establish contracts

Tribal Lands
Solid waste disposal is regulated by EPA, Region IX
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Solid waste management planningSolid waste management planning
The plan should lay the groundwork for solid waste source 
reduction, reuse, recycling, collection, transfer, and disposal 
initiatives in the municipality from 200X through 20XX
Assess the future waste stream

Current waste composition, generation, disposal, and source
Population and economic trends
Changing waste generation patterns 

The plan should establish goals and objectives for the 
operational and financial management of its SWM system
Schedule/program for carrying out plan
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SW management planning - continuedSW management planning - continued

Assess current infrastructure to manage the waste
Current landfill capacity
Collection and transfer  
Recycling

Identify issues with waste disposal (e.g. illegal dumping, open 
burning)
Identify service provided to remote communities
Recycling - source reduction
Know the regulatory requirements
Recommend policy or regulatory changes and infrastructure 
improvements to address key issues
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SW management plan development - ModelSW management plan development - Model

Organize the local
decision-making framework

Understand the institutional
and regulatory framework

Address local waste management issues:

• Assess current and future waste streams
• Assess current waste management      
practices
• Determine disposal capacity and identity 
problems
• Set goals and objectives to address 
problems

Evaluate waste management alternatives 
and understand the integration of 

alternatives

Foster public education and involvement

Understand project financing, including 
financial assurance for closure

Develop, submit to NDEP, implement, and 
monitor the waste management plan

Evaluate new waste management 
alternatives
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Overview of Nevada’s Solid Waste 
Management Plan Development
Overview of Nevada’s Solid Waste 
Management Plan Development

Plan adopted by the State Environmental 
Commission on December 4, 2007
Long development process

2004 plan
– Conducted workshops and public notice
– Rewrote plan to address comments

2007 plan
– Similar workshops and public notice
– Final plan drafted for consideration by the SEC    
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SWMP public participationSWMP public participation
Website

NDEP is utilizing the web to disseminate information
www.ndep.nv.gov

Stakeholder surveys
NDEP mailed out a survey on various solid waste issues to 
gather information on the issues of concern

Other activity
NDEP organized recycling summits to involve the industry 
and public in the process of advancing recycling in Nevada
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The intent of the State’s planThe intent of the State’s plan

Fulfill the statutory requirement
Provide guidance and information to support;

Adoption of SW regulations by the SEC
Efforts of the NDEP before the Nevada Legislature regarding 
the allocation of SW program resources.
Development and implementation of SWMPs and ordinances 
administered by Nevada’s municipal Governments
Activities by other stakeholders who provide SW services to 
the communities, businesses and residents of Nevada 
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Rate of Waste Disposal 2006
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Statewide Total
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Solid waste trends…Solid waste trends…

2005 MSW Generation per Capita
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Assessment of Municipal Solid Waste 
Management Systems
Assessment of Municipal Solid Waste 
Management Systems

Map and profile for each County
Map shows infrastructure for year 2007
Profile provides information on:

– Local solid waste planning authority
– Population and solid waste trends (1993 – 2005)
– Active municipal waste landfills
– Solid waste and recyclables collection services
– Recycling drop-off sites
– Household hazardous waste collection services
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Solid waste management systemSolid waste management system
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Solid waste management issuesSolid waste management issues

The plan discusses issues and provides future 
considerations to improve the SW management system
The issues are grouped under:

Landfills
Recycling and Waste prevention
Importation of SW
Rural SW management
Illegal dumping and open burning
State and local funding  
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Solid waste management issues - continuedSolid waste management issues - continued

Example - Landfills
Issue

– Landfill liner requirements criteria have come into 
question

Future consideration
– In reviewing proposals to use an alternative liner design, 

the SWMA’s should conduct a comprehensive detailed 
engineering evaluation to ensure protection of the 
environment
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Waste importationWaste importation
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State and local fundingState and local funding

Tire Revenue per Ton of Solid Waste Disposed
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Local solid waste planningLocal solid waste planning

Municipalities (Counties) need to focus on updating and 
implementing their solid waste management plans
Utilize the State plan as a guide.  Feel free to use the 
map and profile (appendix 3), if applicable
Do not overlook the rural communities within the local 
jurisdiction
Illegal dumping is a persistent problem.  Combating the 
issue through SW management planning, public 
education, and coordinated enforcement will help.
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Basic elements of a SW management planBasic elements of a SW management plan

Jurisdiction
Collection & transportation
Disposal
Special waste management
Controlling litter and illegal dumping
Waste reduction and recycling
Household hazardous waste 
Implementation schedule
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Whose plans are up to dateWhose plans are up to date
Esmeralda – January 2007
Eureka - September 2006
Lander - July 2006
Lyon - October 2003
Nye - October 2003
Pershing – October 2003
White Pine – August 2006
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In closingIn closing
NDEP can provide guidance with development of your plan 
Nevada Rural Water Association is available to assist local 
governments and tribes with planning
Use the MODEL to help you through the planning process 
The plan should cover the entire process of storage, collection,
transportation, processing, recycling, and disposal of solid waste
Use the NDEP municipal SWMP checklist as a basic outline 

Jurisdiction, collection, disposal, special wastes, illegal dumping, recycling 
and household hazardous waste reduction, implementation schedule

This presentation will be on the NDEP – Bureau of Waste 
Management website at http://ndep.nv.gov/bwm/solid.htm
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QuestionsQuestions

NDEP Website www.ndep.nv.gov

Dave Simpson….dsimpson@ndep.nv.gov.…775-687-9469


