
  

           
 
     
September 24, 2012 
 
 
 
RE: Town of Eureka Historic Smelters – Evaluation of Lead and Arsenic in Soil  
 
Dear Eureka Residents and Property Owners: 
 
As part of our evaluation of the potential health impacts of lead and arsenic in soil in Eureka, the Nevada 
Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP), the Nevada State Health Division (NSHD) and the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) held a public meeting on July 23, 2012. On July 24, the NSHD 
provided blood lead testing.  At that event, 158 Eureka County residents were tested.  No one tested, 
including ten children, had confirmed lead levels above the level considered high by the current state 
standard of 10 micrograms per deciliter. Although no blood lead levels above the current state guideline 
were observed in those tested in July, it is important to emphasize that in May 2012, the federal 
guidelines to control lead exposure recommended lowering the blood lead level to 5 micrograms per 
deciliter.  
 
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) universally recommends every American child under the age of 
6 years receive routine blood lead screening.  The NSHD also encourages healthcare providers in Eureka 
and statewide to strictly comply with the CDC screening guidelines.  Free blood lead testing will be 
offered at the Eureka Medical Clinic on a drop-in basis until November 30, 2012.   
 
Localized high concentrations of lead and arsenic in town soil may still pose the risk of exposure and a 
potential health concern, so blood lead testing and taking proper behavioral precautions are encouraged. 
 
Because high concentrations of lead and arsenic in the soil still pose a potential public health concern, 
property owners are also encouraged to have their soil tested.  By having your soil tested, you will know 
for certain whether or not your property has been affected. If high concentrations of lead and arsenic are 
found to present an unacceptable risk of exposure there will be an opportunity to have your property 
cleaned up.   If you would like to have your property sampled, please sign the attached access agreement 
and return it in the prepaid envelope by October 5, 2012. 
 
Sample collection will take about one hour and you will not need to be present. Although it is not 
necessary to be present, property owners may make arrangements to observe sample collection. Small 
scoops of soil will be taken from three different depths to a total depth of 12 inches.  Only hand tools 
will be used to collect samples and all holes will be backfilled.  Results of sampling will be mailed to 
you approximately six to eight weeks after all sampling is completed. Once all the sample results have 
been evaluated, NDEP and EPA will schedule another community meeting to discuss the results and 
possible cleanup options. 
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