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“To preserve and enhance the environment of the state in order to protect 

public health, sustain healthy ecosystems, and contribute to a vibrant 

economy.” 

NDEP works for the People of Nevada

• To protect Human Health and the Environment. 

• To preserve and protect property values.

• To promote investor confidence and minimize adverse economic impacts.

These tasks are summed up in the NDEP Mission Statement:

Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 
Roles and Responsibilities
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The 11 NDEP Bureaus:

Corrective Actions

Waste Management

Water Pollution Control and Water Quality Planning

Air Pollution Control and Air Quality Planning

Mining Regulation and Reclamation

Safe Drinking Water

Federal Facilities

Industrial Site Cleanup

Administrative Services
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Bureau of Corrective Actions 

Environmental Assistance Program

 Responsible for managing NDEP’s 24 hour Spill Reporting Hotline;

 Point of Contact for all of NDEP’s Bureaus;

 Can act as a liaison between other state, local groups and the EPA;

 Responsible for Hazardous Materials and Weapons of Mass 

Destruction environmental support roles at the Nevada Division of 

Emergency Management’s State Emergency Operations Center 

(location:  Nevada National Guard Armory, Carson City).

 Provides technical assistance and regulatory support to the SEOC 

and local responders.

Rebecca Bodnar, EAP Program Supervisor

Hal Dawson, EAP Coordinator



During Hours
(8:00am-5:00pm)

24-hour Spill Line

NDEP 24 Hour Spill Hotline

After Hours
(lunch, breaks & evening)

 Two BCA staff are on spill duty

 NDEP Spill Database is used 

 Reports routed to appropriate 

Bureau or agency 

 NDEP provides oversight as 

needed

 Duty Officer is on call duty

 Significant releases are 

referred to an 

Environmental Assistance 

Coordinator

 Weekend & nighttime 

reports are routed to BCA 

on the next business day 

and a spill report is issued



 Carson City:  Jeff Collins, Dave Friedman, Rebecca Bodnar, Alex 
Lanza, Mike Friend & Hal Dawson; Joe Maez & Mark Kaminski 
(BWPC); & Ross Cooper (BSDW).

 Las Vegas:  Mike Richardson (BWM);  Carlton Parker & Chad 
Schoop (BISC) & 1 Vacancy (to be filled).

 Typically, Duty Officers and Environmental Assistance 
Coordinators serve 2-3 on-call shifts per quarter, 1 wk. per shift.
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 A spill can be described as any pollutant, hazardous waste or contaminant that has 
been spilled, leaked, pumped, poured, emitted, emptied, discharged, injected, 
escaped, leached, dumped or disposed into the environment. This would then be 
deemed a spill. Spills in excess the Reportable Quantities must be reported to the 
Nevada Division of Environmental Protection.

 The reportable quantity for petroleum products such as gasoline, diesel, and 
hydraulic fluid is 25 gallons or 3 cubic yards of contaminated material, or the 
presence in groundwater.  A spill of any quantity that affects a water way within 
the State of Nevada must be reported, regardless of the quantity (e.g., oil sheen). 

 The reportable quantity for hazardous waste is based on the Federal EPA 
guidelines established under Title III List of Lists (40 C.F.R. Part 302). A spill of any 
quantity that affects a water way within the State of Nevada must be reported, 
regardless of the quantity.

 Spills must be reported to the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection as 
soon as possible, but no later than the end of the first working day of the release. 
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Examples of RQs:

o 5,000 lbs. – Hydrochloric Acid

o 1,000 lbs. – Sulfuric Acid

o 100 lbs. – Ammonia

o 10 lbs. – Chlorine

o 1 lb. – Arsenic compounds

RQ Calculator: http://homer.ornl.gov/rq/ 

5 RQ increments = 5,000 / 1,000 / 100 / 10 / 1 lbs.
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 NAC 445A.3475  has been amended as follows:

NAC 445A.3475 Provision of notice. Any notice of a release of a hazardous 
substance required to be provided to the Director:

1.  Pursuant to NAC 445A.347 may be:

(a) Provided via the online reporting system available at www.ndep.nv.gov

(b) Faxed to (775) 687-8335; or

(c) Provided by telephone at (888) 331-6337, for in-state telephone calls, or (775) 
687-9485, for in-state or out-of-state telephone calls.

2.  Pursuant to NAC 445A.3473, notification must be provided by telephone at 
(888) 331-6337, for in-state telephone calls, or (775) 687-9485, for in-state or out-
of-state telephone calls.
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 Are there certain releases where I still have to call the NDEP Spill Hotline? YES!

 Pursuant to NAC 445A.3473, the NDEP must be notified by telephone “as soon as 
practicable” within 24 hours for the following types of releases:

 A)   Is in a quantity equal to or greater than that which is to be reported to the National 
Response Center pursuant to 40 CFR Part 302; 

 B)   Involves any amount of a hazardous substance that is released to surface water;

 C)   Threatens a vulnerable resource*

 *vulnerable resource is defined as: 1)any building or structure that is used primarily to house or provide 
services to children, elderly persons or sick persons including without limitation, a school, daycare center, 
senior citizen center or hospital.  2) An area located within 150 feet of a public water system wellhead.  3) a 
storm drain (NAC 445A.3459).
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AMENDMENT OBJECTIVES:

 Supplement the existing Spill Reporting Hotline by allowing the 
regulated community to report spills using the internet or fax

 Online Reporting System is not yet functional.  Check back with NDEP-
BCA @ http://ndep.nv.gov/bca/spil_rpt.htm.
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http://ndep.nv.gov/bca/spil_rpt.htm


 Any diversion, bypass, spill, overflow, or 
discharge of treated or untreated wastewater 
from wastewater treatment or conveyance 
facilities under the control of the Permittee is 
prohibited except as authorized by this permit.  
In the event the Permittee has knowledge that a 
diversion, bypass, spill, overflow, or discharge 
not authorized by this permit is probable, the 
Permittee shall notify the Administrator 
immediately.

Plain English: Contact our office as soon as reasonably 
possible after a spill, bypass or upset event. 
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 The Permittee shall notify the Administrator within 
twenty-four (24) hours of any diversion, bypass, 
spill, upset, overflow, or release of treated or 
untreated discharge other than that which is 
authorized by the permit. The following shall be 
included as information which must be reported 
within 24 hours:

 Any unanticipated bypass which exceeds any 
effluent limitation in the permit;

 Any upset which exceeds any effluent limitation in 
the permit; and

 Any violation of a limitation for any toxic 
pollutant or any pollutant identified as the method 
to control a toxic pollutant.

 Plain English: Contact us within 24-hours of discovery.
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 A written report shall be submitted to the 
Administrator within five (5) days of diversion, 
bypass, spill, overflow, upset, or discharge 
detailing the entire incident including:

 Time and date of discharge;

 Exact location and estimated amount of discharge;

 Flow path and any bodies of water which the 
discharge contacts;

 The specific cause of the discharge; and

 The preventive and/or corrective actions taken.

 Plain English: A written, follow-up report is due 
within five (5) business days of the event. 
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 Incident date and time.

 Reporting person/agency and contact info1.

 Name of the discharger and contact info.

 Location of the complaint or spill.

 Type of material being released.

 Quantity and/or concentration.

 Cause of the complaint or spill.

 Any remedial action taken to date.

 Other general info (e.g., is the spill under 
control or is it ongoing?).

 1. Callers can be anonymous on the report.
16
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Type Soil or pavement Surface water or
Drinking H2O
(e.g. wellhead)

Potential 
Concerns

Tahoe Basin > 100 gal. SSO or 
effluent

Any amount Pathogens &
Nutrients (algae)

Raw Sewage > 25,000 gal. Any amount Pathogens

Reclaimed
Water (RCW)

> 50,000 gal. Any amount Cat. A-E RCW 
not approved for 
direct human 
contact

Industrial
Wastewater

If toxic to health or 
the  environment

Any amount Metals, VOCs &
high/low pH

Non-toxic
Wastewater

> 25,000 gal. Any amount e.g., O&G or 
FOG (sheen)

Geothermal > 10,000 gal. Any amount High TDS & 
Metals

1. After-hour notification by the E.A.C.



 Allows the D.O./E.A.C. to make the proper 
agency notifications for your spill/upset.

 Conforms with State/Federal rules.

 Notifies affected downstream parties.

 Mobilizes the necessary resources (big spills).

 Addresses media requests to the State.

 Considered as a mitigating factor if the 
spill/upset results in an enforcement action.
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Modern waste cell (ca. post-1992)Exploding waste cell (ca. pre-1992). 

Hydrogen gas is 

flammable.  The landfill

cap was infiltrated with

rainwater. 
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Example of a high-profile media case, which 

attracted nationwide interest due to alleged 

hazardous waste dumping.  Investigated by 

several agencies including NDEP & EPA.    
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Answer:  approximately 225 GPM per the 

reference sheet on the next page.
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Plant upsets need to be reported to NDEP within 1-business 

day (e.g., upsets cause odors, high Bac-T levels, etc.).  This 

WWTP lost ½ of its treatment capacity and was organically 

overloaded.
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Report toxic waste dumping promptly.  NDEP works with other 

agencies such as U.S. EPA (pre-treatment) or Tri-Net Task 

Force (drug labs).  In this case, silver and sulfite photo 

chemicals were illegally dumped in large quantities.
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Storage ponds need to be maintained and not become a public 

nuisance (example of a potentially toxic red algal bloom).  In 

this case, NDEP determined the POTW’s effluent was O.K.
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A dam breach, which released > 100 Million Gallons of geothermal

fluid. Fluids released offsite and into Waters of the U.S. and into

Water of an Indian Nation.
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Septage cannot be dumped on the ground. It must be

disposed of at a POTW or beneficial application site. This

release was ≈ 100,000 gallons and dumped onto an

abandoned mine site (Superfund priority list).
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This fire in Lake Tahoe was put out before it reached the diesel tank. A

containment boom was installed to contain the glycol foam.
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This force main in Lake Tahoe was shutdown while emergency repairs were

made on the 16-in. diameter main to prevent further release of effluent into the

lake. In all, ≈ 200,000 gallons of effluent flowed into a tributary.
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This is an example of a modern dairy operation. Numerous complaints have

been received, but the Permittee is legally operating under an NDEP permit

and conducting farming activities under Nevada’s “Right to Farm” law.
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This refining operation is watched very closely by its neighbors. BWPC

investigations to-date have not substantiated the allegations made against the

facility regarding oil dumping. However, NDEP takes all of its spill reports

seriously.
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When a commercial OSDS fails, the owner must act in a

responsible, expedient manner to make repairs and protect public

health or face an enforcement action from NDEP or other agencies.

In this Fallon MHP, repair of an OSDS failure was delayed until the

owner acknowledged his responsibility to have a licensed P.E.

submit an approvable design.
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• Contact NDEP ASAP.  Other agencies may require notification1.

• Minimize spillage (e.g., limit water use, provide portable toilets).

• Hire a licensed, qualified professional:

 Minor (pumping/blockage removal).

 Major (design new leach field). 

• Barricade access (cones, yellow tape, plastic fencing).

• Remove any surfacing (Vacuum Truck).

• Disinfect soil/media with bleach, lime or other disinfectant.

• Annually report tank scum and sludge levels (maintain ≤ 50% of depth).

• Avoid septic tank additives (i.e., not shown effective to replace pumping).

1. Schools, daycares, nursing homes, food establishments, etc.
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• Raw sewage is a biohazard.

• Always wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).

• Wash clothing and hands when done.

Good – Although failed, this field is 

fenced and posted.
Bad – Can a 2x4 and a 5-gal. 

bucket really stop kids or pets 

from contacting this pipeline 

leak?
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• Make sure your immunizations are current.

• At a minimum, wear gloves and eye protection.

• Understand the hazards of any chemicals being handled.

Good – These employees are 

suited up and handling labeled 

disinfectants to clean up an SSO. 
Bad – This employee is smoking 

while using his bare hands to 

spread chemicals (high pH lime) 

onto a surfacing sewage spill. 
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• Don’t make a situation worse with shortcuts.

• Unless you’re licensed (P.E.), NDEP won’t approve your design plans.

• Your tenants have options besides NDEP to get the repairs completed. 

Good – Although the sewer line 

bridge crossing washed out, the 

community water was shut off until 

repairs were complete.  Water was 

made available for the fire station.

Bad – Without a public barrier, 

you can’t reasonably expect to 

keep the local kids off of a failing 

absorption mound without a 

fence or other barrier.  
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• Get basic info (name, # & a few details on the spill or complaint).

• Transfer caller to NDEP Spill Hotline (687-9485).  Wait for BCA to pick up.

• Callers can remain anonymous on Spill Reports (confidentiality).

• Spill reports are considered a public record.

• On average, 2-3 spill calls are received each day.  BWPC is routed on ½. 

• Yes, some are later found false (e.g., disgruntled ex-employee).

• Actual emergencies must be reported to 9-1-1.  Examples include injury, 

death, fire, explosion, major property damage or terrorism.  

• NDEP is not a 1st responder.  We assist the 1st response agencies

with technical assistance and environmental regulatory oversight.
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Spill Report Forms -

http://ndep.nv.gov/bca/spil_rpt.pdf

These reports 

can be

called, mailed,

hand-delivered

or faxed in to 

NDEP.

On-line 

reporting is 

TBD (e.g. 

firewall issues).

http://ndep.nv.gov/bca/spil_rpt.pdf
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