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MISSIONMISSION

The mission of the Division of The mission of the Division of 
Minerals is to conduct activities to Minerals is to conduct activities to 
further the responsible development further the responsible development 
and production of the Stateand production of the State’’s mineral s mineral 
resources to benefit and promote the resources to benefit and promote the 
welfare of the people of Nevada.welfare of the people of Nevada.



WHO WE AREWHO WE ARE

 State Agency and part of the Commission on State Agency and part of the Commission on 
Mineral Resources (CMR)Mineral Resources (CMR)

 CMR is 7 members appointed by the CMR is 7 members appointed by the 
Governor from the minerals industryGovernor from the minerals industry

 Offices in Carson City (8 employees) and Offices in Carson City (8 employees) and 
Las Vegas (2 employees)Las Vegas (2 employees)

 Annual budget of $1,200,000Annual budget of $1,200,000
 No general fund money in budget, all No general fund money in budget, all 

revenue from fees on mineral industryrevenue from fees on mineral industry



WHAT WE DO

 Industry Relations and Government AffairsIndustry Relations and Government Affairs
 Abandoned Mines ProgramAbandoned Mines Program
 Minerals Education, including the Nevada Minerals Education, including the Nevada 

Earth Science TeacherEarth Science Teacher’’s Workshopss Workshops
 Oil, Gas, and Geothermal ProgramOil, Gas, and Geothermal Program
 Mines RegistryMines Registry
 State Reclamation Bond PoolState Reclamation Bond Pool



NEVADA MINING INFO

• Major Mines of Nevada – NDOM
– http://minerals.state.nv.us

• The Nevada Mineral Industry – NBMG
– www.nbmg.unr.edu

• Economic Overview of the Nevada 
Mining Industry – NvMA
– www.nevadamining.org



ABANDONED MINE LANDS

• Mining and prospecting has occurred all 
across Nevada for last 150 years

• 526 identified mining districts
• Over 200,000 mining-related features
• Estimated 50,000 mining-related features 

(adits, shafts, tunnels, declines, pit high-
walls) considered hazardous to people



For every mine, 
adit, shaft or 
prospect symbol 
on a topographic 
map, there are 2 
to 3 more 
waiting to be 
found.



DELAMAR, NEVADADELAMAR, NEVADA



GOODSPRINGS, NEVADAGOODSPRINGS, NEVADA













CALL TO ACTION

• Nevada Legislature created the State 
Abandoned Mine Lands Program in 1987

• Financed by fees paid by mining industry
• Three Program Activities Mandated:

- State-wide Inventory of Sites
- Securing of Hazardous Mines
- Public Awareness Campaign



STATE-WIDE INVENTORY

• Locate on the ground using GPS
• Record information including a written 

description, sketch and photograph
• Apply numerical hazard ranking based 

on location and type of mine opening
• Conduct land ownership research to 

determine current land owner or party 
responsible for securing mine



SECURING OF
HAZARDOUS MINES

• Notify land owners of responsibility to secure 
mine hazards on their property

• Division of Minerals secures mine openings 
on public land if no responsible party exists

• Mine hazards are fenced, barricaded, posted 
with warning signs, sealed or backfilled

• Division of Minerals maintains records of 
mine securing work



“STAY OUT AND STAY ALIVE”
13,735 Discovered - 9,830 Secured (1987 – 2008)





EAGLE SCOUT SECURING PROJECT

107 projects since 1992 resulting in 540 securings



AML BAT GATE PROJECTS
BEFORE AFTER



AML BACKFILL PROJECT

448 
BACKFILLS 
2000 to 2008



PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Brochures, bumper stickers, 
magnets, stickers, pencils, mugs, 

and SQUEEZE BATS!



2008 “STAY OUT AND STAY ALIVE”

•1,700 AML educational mini-units and 
74,000 AML brochures sent to 4th and 8th

grade classrooms statewide
•Each school library has the AML 
companion video, with additional copies 
provided free upon request
•Over 100 AML classroom presentations 
made to more than 2,900 children
•Presented AML message at public 
events to over 6,000 children and adults
•Public Service Announcement (co-
produced with BLM) addressing hazards 
of OHV use in regions containing 
abandoned mines



Virginia City, Nevada
(looking south)

Historic mining 
activities have 

resulted in 
hundreds of 

abandoned mine 
openings in the 

Virginia City area



NDOM has logged 
several hundred AML 

hazards (many on 
private property) in 

the Virginia City area



Osbiston Shaft (ST-82), August 11, 1995



New Savage Mine (ST-84), September 1, 1996

Double steel doors now 
block the tunnel entrance.



American Flat Millsite (ST-92), October, 1996
16 year old boy killed in ATV 

accident at millsite



Collapse of 
abandoned mine 

workings next to the 
Virginia City Middle 
School in downtown 

Virginia City

(note the principal’s 
car in the hole)



Commission on Mineral Resources and Division of Minerals 
Cooperative AML Project with 4th Ward School 

Stay Out and Stay Alive Hologram Exhibit
(only Hologram Museum Exhibit in Nevada)
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Gold, Round Mountain Opal, Virgin Valley


