PCE Regulatory Activities
About NDEP’s Hazardous Waste Program:  The Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) enforces both state and federal hazardous waste regulations. Regulatory activities are accomplished through the issuance of permits, compliance inspections, and enforcement actions.  As potential generators of hazardous waste, dry cleaning facilities in Nevada’s urban communities (Las Vegas and Reno) are inspected by NDEP and/or local officials.  Inspections are conducted under the auspices of Resource Conservation and Recover Act (RCRA). Inspections conducted by local officials follow state procedures.  
About RCRA: RCRA was instituted by Congress in 1976. Regulations implementing the Act were promulgated by U.S EPA in 1980 and in 1981 the State of Nevada was granted interim status to enforce RCRA compliance (i.e., cradle-to-grave management of hazardous and solid waste).  Nevada acquired final RCRA authorization in 1985. (More from US EPA  http://www.epa.gov/rcraonline/ )
Regulation of Dry Cleaners: For regulatory purposed, dry cleaners are categorized by the amount of solvent (PCE) they use each month. NDEP inspects large quantity generators at least every two years and small quantity generators annually. Inspectors look for leaks and stains, check for secondary containment, and examine paperwork.  Large Quantity Generators (LQGs) are defined as facilities that use more than 2,200 pounds of PCE per month -- NDEP inspects all LQGS annually.  Facilities that use more than 220 pounds per month, but less than 2,200 are classified as Small Quantity Generators (SQGs).  NDEP and/or local county officials inspect all SQGs once every two years. Facilities that use less than 220 pounds of PCE per month are classified as Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generators (CESQG).  CESQG are typically inspected by local county officials.  Of note 225 pounds of PCE works out to be about 25 gallons. 
State inspections are similar to Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) compliance evaluation inspections (CEIs). These inspections consist of primarily an on-site evaluation of the compliance status of the handler with regard to all applicable RCRA regulations and permits. The major function of the CEI is overall review of the handler's performance. The inspection includes an on-site examination of records and other documents maintained by the handler and an evaluation of the handler's compliance with all applicable requirements.

NDEP’s Business Assistance Program: NDEP has implemented a business assistance program which offers free and confidential counseling on environmental compliance and technical assistance issues to business in Nevada including dry cleaners. The program is operated for NDEP through a longstanding contract with the University of Nevada’s Business Environmental Program (BEP).  BEP assistance includes and environmental information phone line (800 882-3233), onsite consultations, publications and training seminars which target various industries.  Seminars covering regulatory compliance and best management practices for dry cleaning facilities are conducted in both Reno and Las Vegas.
Dry Cleaner Environmental Results Program: NDEP has implemented an Environmental Results Program (ERP) through a grant from the US EPA. The ERP is an alternative to traditional permitting that requires self-audits with accompanying self-certification to validate compliance with environmental requirements.

An ERP is most often used in states like Nevada that have sectors with many small business owners with a significant collective environmental impact. Nevada's program has been developed for the dry cleaning sector in the State's two most populated counties-Washoe (Reno/Sparks) and Clark (Las Vegas/Henderson).
The ERP project is being conducted in collaboration with the University of Nevada’s Business Environmental Program (BEP) and local officials. It requires establishment of a baseline of dry cleaner environmental compliance and performance.  The program provides outreach assistance, a multi-media self certification program and a follow-up assessment that measures improvements in dry cleaner compliance and environmental performance in the metro areas of Reno and Las Vegas.  The program also addresses regulatory requirements established under RCRA, the Clean Water Act and the Clean Air Act. 
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