NEVADA DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

FACT SHEET
(pursuant to NAC 445A.236)

Permittee:  Granite Investment Group LLC
250 Chism Street
Reno, NV 89503

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 40
Empire, NV 89405

Permit: NEV98012

Location: Empire Farms » ’_I ]

Rodeo Creek Road /

Empire. Washoe Coun 2,ll\fev da 89405
Township 30 N, E, on

Latitude: 40° 26' 25" N.
Longitude: 119° 27" 10" W.

Well Head and Drinking Water Supply Protection: The Empire Farms Wastewater Treatment
Facility (WWTF) is located within the 6000’ Drinking Water Protection Area (DWPA) around 4 wells
owned by Empire Farms. The WWRF is within the 3000° DWPA around one of these wells, but outside
the well’s 1000° DWPAs. There is no established Well Head Protection Area for this site.

General: Empire Farms, LLC constructed a pond system for the treatment of domestic wastewater
generated by homes that were to be built for the workers employed on the farm, the geothermal
power plant, and at the Empire Foods dehydration plant (which has since shut down). The sewage
treatment facility was designed to treat the sewage generated by the housing complex using two
facultative ponds, then disposing of the effluent in an evaporation/percolation pond. Connected
units include 11 houses and seasonal units for up to 108 transient workers.

Authorization to Discharge NEV98012 was initially issued to Empire Farms, LLC on August 24,
1998. In December 2000, the permitted 30-day average flow was reduced from 0.030 million gallons
per day (MGD) to 0.009 MGD. In June 2002, there was a change in ownership from Empire Farms,
LLC to Empire Foods, LLC. The facility and groundwater discharge permit are currently held by
Granite Investment Group LLC.

Receiving Water Characteristics: During initial permitting, the groundwater in the area of the
ponds was 85 feet below ground surface and met all Nevada drinking water standards.

Characteristics: Flow to the wastewater treatment facility is domestic sewage. There are no
commercial or industrial connections.

Flow: As stated, the facility was originally designed and built for a 30-Day average flow of 0.030
MGD, but is currently limited to a maximum flow of 0.010 MGD. A Parshall flume was installed as
a flow measuring device to measure the flow to the treatment facility. Currently, occupancy of the
housing complex is so low that measurement with the flume is impossible. Flow will be estimated
based on housing occupancy and published per capita domestic wastewater generation values listed
in the Uniform Plumbing Code. Flow is limited according to the following:
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30-Day Average: 0.009 MGD
Daily Maximum: 0.010 MGD

Proposed Effluent Limitations and Special Conditions: The discharges from the treatment plant
will be limited as follows:

TABLE I.: EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS

DISCHARGE MONITORING
LIMITATIONS
PARAMETER _ REQUIREMENTS
Quarterly Da_uly Sample Measurement Sample
Average Maximum Location_ | Frequency Type

] Estimate,

r Z | ] Based on
_ Occupancy
Flow (mgd) 0.009 0.01 Quarterly and Uniform
_,— Plumbing
- = a Code

Biochemical Oxygen
Demand, 5-day, Monitor and Report i Quarterly Discrete
inhibited (mg/L)

Biochemical Oxygen
Demand, 5-day, 30 45 ii. Quarterly Discrete
inhibited (mg/L)

Total Suspended Solids

(mg/L) 90 ii. Quarterly Discrete
mgd: Million gallons per day mg/L:  Milligrams per liter
Location i: Influent: inlet to the facultative pond; and
Location ii Effluent: discharge to the evaporation/percolation pond.

Two groundwater monitoring wells (MW-1, MW-2) shall be monitored as follows:

TABLE II: GROUNDWATER MONITORING

PARAMETER REQUIREMENTS FREQUENCY S’?.MFF:IE‘E
Depth to Groundwater (feet) Monitor & Report Quarterly Field Measurement
Groundwater Elevation .
(feet AMSL) Monitor & Report Quarterly Calculate
pH (standard units) Monitor & Report Quarterly Discrete
Chlorides (mg/L) Monitor & Report Quarterly Discrete
Total Nitrogen as N (mg/L) 10.0 Quarterly Discrete
Nitrate as N (mg/L) Monitor & Report Quarterly Discrete
Total Dissolved Solids (mg/L) Monitor & Report Quarterly Discrete
mg/L:  Milligrams per liter N: Nitrogen

Schedule of Compliance: The Permittee shall implement and comply with the provisions of the
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schedule of compliance after approval by the Administrator, including in said implementation
and compliance, any additions or modifications which the Administrator may make in approving
the schedule of compliance. The Permittee shall implement and/or execute the following
scheduled compliance requirements:

a. Upon the effective date of this permit, the Permittee shall achieve compliance with the
permit conditions and limitations.

b. By MMM DD, 2009, the Permittee shall submit revisions or updates to the Operation
and Maintenance (O&M) Manual. Revisions to the O&M Manual will include, but not
be limited to, a description of how the inflow to the treatment pond will be estimated,
based on occupancy of housing and the Uniform Plumbing Code.

repairs to monitor well MW1 that will allow ifor measurement of depth to groundwater

C. By MMM DD, 2009, thedE/:r ittee shall sub ittb'fﬁle'Di ision a plan and schedule for
and calculation of groundwater elevation.

Rationale for Permit Requirements: Monitoring is required to assess the level of treatment

being provided and to determine when design capacity is being approached and to insure that the

groundwater is not degraded.

Proposed Determination: The Division has made the tentative determination to issue the proposed
permit for a period of five (5) years.

Procedures for Public Comment: The Notice of the Division’s intent to issue a permit authorizing
the discharge of treated wastewater to groundwater of the State, subject to the conditions contained
within the permit is being sent to the Reno Gazette-Journal for publication. The Notice is being
mailed to interested persons on our mailing list. Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed permit can
do so in writing for a period of thirty (30) days following the date of publication of the public notice in
the newspaper. The comment period can be extended at the discretion of the Administrator. The
deadline date and time by which all comments are to be submitted (via postmarked mail, time-stamped
faxes, e-mails, or hand-delivered items) to the Division is 5:00 PM on MMM DD, 2008.

The Notice of the Division's intent to issue a permit authorizing the facility to discharge to the
groundwater of the State of Nevada subject to the conditions contained within the permit, is being
sent to the for publication. The notice is being mailed to interested persons on our mailing list.
Anyone wishing to comment on the proposed permit can do so in writing for a period of 30 days
following the date of the public notice. The comment period can be extended at the discretion of the
Administrator.

A public hearing on the proposed determination can be requested by the applicant, any affected
State, any affected interstate agency, or any interested agency, person or group of persons.

The request must be filed within the comment period and must indicate the interest of the person
filing the request and the reasons why a hearing is warranted.

Any public hearing determined by the Administrator to be held must be conducted in the
geographical area of the proposed discharge or any other area the Administrator determines to be
appropriate. All public hearings must be conducted to accordance with NAC 445A.238.

The final determination of the Administrator may be appealed to the State Environmental
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Commission pursuant to NRS 445A.605.

Prepared by: Janine O. Hartley
September 2008
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