CLARK COUNTY AIR QUALITY FORUM

MINUTES

August 10, 2004

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

RTC, Room 108

600 S. Grand Central Parkway

Las Vegas, NV

· Welcome and Introductions – Colleen Cripps, NDEP

In light of time restraints, it was suggested the agenda be rearranged moving the lengthy Mobile Technologies presentation to the end ensuring all items would be covered.  There were no objections so the suggestion was observed.

The meeting was attended by:

John Koswan – DAQEM

Michael Uhl - DAQEM

Greg Cole – DMV/CED/EL

Hal Greene – DMV

Russell Merle – DAQEM

Richard Beckstead - DAQEM

Brian Farris - Southern Nevada Water Authority

Lisa Christianson - BLM

Lloyd Nelson – DMV Management Services

Ronald Levine – Nevada Motor Transport Association

John Cowley - Dept of Agriculture

Dan Hyde – Las Vegas Regional Clean Cities

Joe Peltier – NDOT Program Development

Alec Hart – Las Vegas Valley Water District

Dennis Ransel – DAQEM

Rodney Langston – DAQEM

Al Leskys – DAQEM

Karina O’Connor – USEPA, Region 9

L. Steve Koon – City of Boulder City

Brenda Pohlmann – City of Henderson

Chris Heintz – Nevada Power Company

Zheng Li -
DAQEM

Cheng Shih – DAQEM

Ebrahim Juma – DAQEM

Doa Meade - Las Vegas Valley Water District

L.C. Merrill – Smog Busters

Jerry Duke – Southern Nevada Regional Transportation Commission

Julene Haworth – Southern Nevada Home Builders Association

· Public Input

Colleen Cripps informed the Forum that NDEP has appealed the Cal-Pine Title V Air Quality Permit.  

· SIP Status – John Koswan, CC DAQEM

Mr. Koswan delivered a power point presentation on Clark County’s CO and PM10 status.  A copy of the presentation is available as attachment #1.  The EPA approved the CO SIP on July 23, 2004 and the county expects publication in the Federal Register by the end of September.  There has not been a CO exceedance in Clark County during the past five years.  The county will be working on a maintenance plan and redesignation request.

The PM10 SIP was published in the Federal Register on June 9, 2004, with a 60-day litigation window open until August 9, 2004.  Work is underway to inventory vacant land, private unpaved roads and construction activities throughout the county.

The EPA proposed to designate Clark County as nonattainment for Ozone effective June 15, 2004.  The county requested and received a 90-day extension of the effective date.  During the extension Clark County conducted an Eleven Factor Analysis to determine appropriate boundaries for the nonattainment area.  The presentation contains a timeline for the development of the Ozone SIP.

· Ozone Update – Rodney Langston, CC DAQEM

Mr. Langston presented a power point presentation on Clark County Ozone.  A copy of the presentation is available as attachment #2.  As stated in the previous agenda item, the EPA proposed to designate Clark County as nonattainment for the 8-hour Ozone standard.  The default designation area proposed for nonattainment included Nevada’s Nye County and Mohave County in Arizona.  Both state environmental agencies successfully justified exclusion from the proposed designation of Nye and Mohave counties.  Clark County, where exceedances were monitored, has been conducting the Eleven Factor Analysis for justification of the Counties nonattainment boundary recommendations.  The presentation discusses the hydrographic basins the County feels should be included and why.  

· Section 12/15 Update – Richard Beckstead, CC DAQEM

Mr. Beckstead gave an update on the status of Sections 12 and 15 of county regulation.  Both of these sections regulate the issuance of air quality permits in Clark County.  The specifics related to the adoption of Section 12 were in a state of change on the day of the forum meeting so no visual presentation could be given.

For several years Clark County has been issuing air quality permits containing the most stringent requirements from both sections.  Section 12 was approved as the SIP Rule in the 1990s.  But, in 1999, the Federal Court remanded Section 12 to EPA, resulting in Section 15, once again, becoming the SIP Rule.  Clark County never adopted Section 15 as a rule.  The County and the EPA have agreed on an amended Section 12 containing requirements from both sections.  Once the amended Section 12 is approved by EPA as the new SIP rule for Clark County, the County will issued permits to all NSR related sources under one set of rules.

The amended Section 12 was public noticed on June 2, 2004 and is expected to be effective September 10, 2004.  No new permits will be issued between the final and effective dates of the revised Section 12.  

· Mobile Technologies – Russell Merle, CC DAQEM

Mr. Merle presented a power point presentation on alternative mobile technologies for estimating emissions from mobile sources in Clark County.  A copy of the presentation is available as attachment #3.  Attention! - Due to the number of photo images this presentation is about 80 megabytes in size and will take time to load.  

The county believes these alternative emissions estimation technologies to be as accurate, faster and more cost effective than the EPA approved AP-42 methods.  The presentation describes two mobile technologies evaluated by Clark County through contracts with the Desert Research Institute and the University of California Riverside.  

· Wrap Up

The next meeting is scheduled for November 9th.  The time, location and agenda will be sent to everyone on the mailing list.  The group proposed no topics for discussion at the next meeting.

