DRAFT

MEETING MINUTES

CLARK COUNTY AIR QUALITY FORUM

January 8, 2002

1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

Training Room 3

Clark County Government Center

500 S. Grand Central Parkway

Las Vegas, Nevada

1. Welcome and Introductions – Jolaine Johnson,  NDEP

A sign-in sheet was passed around and all present introduced themselves.  Jolaine Johnson asked that all members check the information on the sign-in sheet to ensure accuracy.  She also asked that those members that had not returned the signature page of the MOA to do so as soon as possible.

A copy of the sign-in sheet is included in the meeting file.

2. Public Input

Robert Hall with the Nevada Environmental Coalition announced that he had filed a complaint in United States District Court for the District of Nevada against the Environmental Protection Agency on that morning.   Copies of the complaint were available for interested Forum participants.

3. Clark County Air Quality Program Development Status

Christine Robinson, Director of the Clark County DAQM, provided a status report on the activities of the DAQM and the Clark County Air Quality Management Board (AQMB).  

a) The staff of the Clark County DAQM moved into the County Government Center at the end of October 2001.   The CCHD staff have entered into a bargaining agreement to become contract employees of the County, until a more permanent arrangement can be established.  

b) The Air Quality Management Board has approved 14 additional positions for DAQM that have either been filled or are in active recruitment.  The new agency has undergone reorganization with emphasis on field compliance.  A copy of the organizational chart is available in the meeting file.

c) The Board passed 2 resolutions for the creation of an Executive Advisory Committee and a Technical Advisory Committee to address issues related to air quality management and provide recommendations to the Board.  Copies of the resolutions are available in the meeting file.

d) The Governor has also requested quarterly meetings for updates in the development of the program and to ensure coordination with all affected agencies.

e) The Clark County Title V Operating Permits programs received full approval by the EPA on December 5, 2001, through notice in the Federal Register.  The approval was effective November 30, 2001.  Fewer than 20 sources in Clark County require Title V major source permits.  Eleven sources remain to be permitted by DAQM.  The program approval requires DAQM to complete those permits by December 3, 2003. 

f) The AQMB also adopted Section 90 series regulations for unpaved roads, unpaved parking lots and disturbed vacant land in the Apex Valley.  These regulations were adopted in response to the measurement of four exceedances of the 24-hours NAAQS for PM10 between 1998 and 2000.  No exceedances were measured in 2001.  The DAQM and EPA are working to create a Memorandum of Agreement regarding these exceedances and the measures necessary to prevent future exceedances.

g) The Board also adopted new regulations regarding the Emission Reduction Credits (ERC) Program on December 4, 2001.  An Offsetting Regulation was adopted in Section 59.  The new regulations no longer allow interpollutant trading.  Credits for PM10 are required until December 2006, and credits for gasoline stations are required until December 2004.

h) The Clark County Board of Commissioners adopted a State Implementation Plan (SIP) for carbon monoxide in August 2000.  The plan demonstrates attainment by the end of calendar year 2001.  There have been no exceedances of the CO NAAQS in the past three years (1999 through 2001).  Only two years of no exceedances are required for reclassification to attainment, once an approved CO SIP is in place and a Maintenance Plan is submitted and approved.  The submitted SIP is currently under EPA review.  The mobile source budget has been approved and the SIP has been deemed complete.  Final EPA action is expected in early 2002.  The DAQM has begun to prepare a Maintenance Plan in anticipation of the request for reclassification to attainment.

i) The Clark County Board of Commissioners adopted a PM10 SIP in June 2001.  The SIP projects attainment with the annual PM10 standard by the end of calendar year 2001.  It requests an extension for attainment of the 24-hour standard until the end of 2006.  The EPA has approved the mobile source budget that was submitted within the SIP.  The plan must be deemed complete by January 2002, in order to stop the sanctions clock that was started when the previous plan was withdrawn.  The EPA must take final action on the SIP by January 2003.  A Reasonable Further Progress report is due in June 2002.

j) Implementation of the new dust regulations that became effective in January 2001 was addressed.

1) One third of the unpaved roads with greater than 150 ADT have been paved.

2) In calendar year 2001, 2009 vacant land parcel inspections were completed.  The inspections resulted in the issuance of 527 Notices of Concern and 122 Corrective Action Orders.

3) As of January 2002, a total of 2,925 construction site inspections have been performed.  The new control measures appear to be effective.

k) Robert Hall of the Nevada Environmental Coalition questioned Ms. Robinson regarding implementation of Section 12 vs. Section 15 after a court decision indicating that EPA’s approval of Section 12 had not adequately addressed the rule prior to adoption into the SIP.  Ms. Robinson explained that until this issue is resolved, the DAQM is reviewing permits to ensure compliance with both rules.

l) Peggy Pierce of the Sierra Club questioned Ms. Robinson about the status of the CO saturation study.  Ms. Robinson offered to provide detailed information regarding the study at the next meeting.

4. Visibility and PM2.5 Chemical Speciation –

Dr. Mark Green of the Desert Research Institute presented the results of the DRI study regarding the chemical composition of haze in the Las Vegas Valley titled “The Las Vegas Valley Visibility and PM2.5 Study”.  A copy of the power point presentation was provided to participants and is included in the meeting file.  The presentation is also available on the NDEP web site:  ndep.state.nv.us/ccaqf/aqfhome.htm.

5. Overview of the Requirements for General Conformity

Doris Lo and Robert Moyer of EPA Region IX presented an overview of the requirements of federal agencies to demonstrate conformance with SIP provisions prior to taking federal action.  A copy of the summary information provided to the participants is included in the meeting file.

6. Wrap Up

The next meeting of the Forum will be held on Tuesday, April 9, 2002 in the Clark County Government Center from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m.  Topics for consideration include the results of the CO Saturation Study being conducted by DAQM and developments in the on-road diesel inspection programs.  

PAGE  
3

