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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 445A.580 of the Nevada Water Pollution Control Law requires that
the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources establish a Continuing Planning Process
(CPP) consistent with all applicable State and Federal regulations. The Continuing Planning Process
directs the development and implementation of a water quality management program and serves as
an informational document for the state, local and regional governments, the public, and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). The CPP for Water Quality Management is a
compendium of procedures for planning and implementing water quality management programs. It
is a guidance document for matters of process related to the protection of the physical, chemical and
biological integrity of the waters of the state.

The State of Nevada adopted a CPP in March 1973, and revised it in May 1976, July 1977, July
1984, and November 1985. This 2002 document is the current revision. The primary focus of the
CPP is the implementation of CW A Section 208 planning, water quality standards, total maximum
daily loads and discharge permits which are described in Chapters 2 through 5, respectively.
Chapter 6 discusses residual waste and Chapter 7 describes the State Revolving Fund which provides
low interest loans to municipalities for construction of wastewater treatment facilities. This chapter
(Chapter 1) describes legal authority, CPP goals and planning coordination.

The CPP is a “living” document and will be updated as needed in response to changes in water
quality management program procedures. Revisions to the CPP will be made available for public
comment prior to incorporating them into the CPP.

LEGAL AUTHORITY AND LEAD STATE AGENCY DESIGNATION

The Nevada Water Pollution Control Law is contained in NRS 445A.300 through 445A.730, and
legislation for the protection of Lake Tahoe and its watershed is contained in NRS 445A.170 through
445A.190. Information on funding for the construction of treatment works and the implementation
of pollution control projects are contained in NRS 445A.060 through 445A.160.

Nevada's Water Pollution Control Law is the enabling legislation for Nevada's Water Quality
Management Program. It is the declared policy and purpose of the Water Pollution Control Law to:

"1) Maintain the quality of the waters of the state consistent with the public health and
enjoyment, the propagation and protection of terrestrial and aquatic life, the operation of
existing industries, the pursuit of agriculture, and the economic development of the state;
and,

2) Encourage and promote the use of methods of waste collection and pollution control for
all significant sources of water pollution (including point and diffuse sources)."
The Water Pollution Control Law designated the Nevada Department of Conservation and
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Natural Resources as the State Water Pollution Control Agency for all purposes of the Federal water
pollution control legislation (NRS 445A.440). Furthermore, the statute authorizes the director to
take all action necessary and appropriate to secure all the benefits of, and to assume the
responsibilities delegated by, that Federal legislation. More specifically NRS 445A.445, subsection
3, gives the following powers and duties to the director: "To develop comprehensive plans and
programs for reducing or eliminating pollution, with due regard to the improvements which are
necessary to conserve such waters for the protection and propagation of fish and aquatic life,
wildlife, recreational purposes, public water supply, agricultural, industrial, and other purposes."

NRS 445A.450, subsection 9, gives the Director of the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources the power to delegate to the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP) any
function or authority granted to him. The functions and authorities described in this CPP have been
delegated to NDEP.

The State Environmental Commission is the rule making body for the Division of Environmental
Protection. The Commission votes on adoption of regulations at public hearings. The Commission
consists of six designated agency administrators and five members appointed by the Governor. The
administrators of the Division of Water Resources (State Engineer), Division of Minerals,
Department of Agriculture, State Board of Health, Division of Forestry, and Division of Wildlife
serve on the Commission. The Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) sections 445A.070 through
445A.348 contain the water pollution control regulations including water quality standards, permit
procedures, and design requirements adopted by the Commission.

CONTINUING PLANNING PROCESS GOALS

The ultimate goal of the CPP is that all water quality management programs be integrated into a
comprehensive and efficient statewide water resource management system. Consistent with Federal
Regulations (40 CFR Part 130.5), NRS 445A.580 sets forth the following specific objectives of a
CPP:

1. Adequate effluent limitations and schedules of compliance;

2. The incorporation of all elements of any applicable areawide plans for management of waste
and plans for basins under NRS 445A.300 to 445.730, inclusive;

3. Total maximum daily load for pollutants and contaminants;

4. Procedures for revision of the plans;

5. Adequate authority for intergovernmental cooperation;

6. Adequate implementation, including schedules of compliance, for revised or new standards

of water quality;

7. Controls over the disposition of all residual waste from any treatment of water;
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8. Aninventory and ranking, in order of priority, of needs for construction of treatment works;
and

9. Controls over the injection of fluids through a well to prevent the degradation of
underground water.

To assure that these objectives are met, the Continuing Planning Process shall be the tool by which

NDEP, in cooperation with designated areawide planning agencies, makes water quality
management decisions.

PLANNING COORDINATION

Coordination of water quality planning with other programs is needed to prevent duplication, to
ensure compatibility of growth projections and land use data, to develop compatible policy and
program recommendations, and to prevent conflicts in program implementation.

Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP)

Within the Nevada State governmental framework, the mission of the NDEP is protect and
enhance the environment. NDEP consists of the following bureaus:

Bureau of Water Quality Planning - This Bureau establishes, reviews and revises water quality
standards for surface water, develops TMDLs/WLAs/LAs, manages the Non-Point Source
Programs, issues CWA Section 401 water quality certifications and conducts statewide
monitoring of surface waters.

Due to limited resources, water quality problems in all priority watersheds cannot be addressed
at the same time. In order to focus funding and staff, the Bureau of Water Quality Planning has
begun an integrated approach to addressing water quality problems within one priority
watershed. This effort involves the Bureau as a whole, including the Nonpoint Source, Water
Quality Standards/TMDLs and monitoring branches. Throughout the next ten to fifteen year
period, the Bureau will cycle through each priority watershed on a two to three year schedule.
Major factors considered in choosing the focus basin include CWA Section 303(d) list priority
ranking, level of local support for addressing water quality problems, level of previous and
current NPS Program activities within the basin, CW A Section 208 Plan status, and water quality
standards review/revision status.

During the focus period, data needed for the NPS assessment and TMDL development will be
generated, compiled and analyzed. A key effort will be the identification of sources of nonpoint
pollution to facilitate TMDL NPS load allocations. Once the process is underway, data gaps for
the next priority watershed will be identified and monitoring to fill in the gaps will be initiated.
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Bureau of Water Pollution Control - This Bureau is responsible for issuing National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permits for discharge to surface waters, ground water
permits for discharges that may impact subsurface waters, Underground Injection Control (UIC)
permits for injection through wells, and Stormwater permits. The Bureau of Water Pollution
Control also manages the Wellhead Protection (WHP) Program, Comprehensive State Ground
Water Protection Program. The UIC and WHP programs, while administered by the Bureau of
Water Pollution Control, receive substantial funding from the Safe Drinking Water Act’s
(SDWA) Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSREF) set-aside programs administered by
the Nevada State Health Division, Bureau of Health Protection Services.

Additionally, the Bureau of Water Pollution Control performs engineering reviews of the designs
of permitted facilities, inspects permitted facilities and investigates violations of water pollution
statutes and regulations. The Bureau also reviews proposed subdivisions for adequacy of
wastewater treatment disposal. The Bureau administers the State Revolving Loan Fund
Program, which provides loans to publicly-owned treatment works (POTWs) for construction
activities.

Bureau of Mining Regulation and Reclamation - The regulation branch of the Bureau is
responsible for protecting waters of the state through permitting and inspection of active mines
and closure at the cessation of operations to ensure that all components are left environmentally
stable. The reclamation branch issues permits to reclaim the disturbance created by exploration
and mining operations to a safe and stable condition to ensure a productive post-mining land use.

Bureau of Federal Facilities - This Bureau oversees permitting and remediation activities on
lands owned by the Department of Energy and the Department of Defense.

Bureau of Waste Management - This Bureau is responsible for permitting and inspecting
hazardous waste generators and disposal, transfer, storage and recycling facilities. The Bureau
also administers the Chemical Accident Prevention Program and solid waste management
programs, develops hazardous waste management plans and develops inventories of regulated
facilities.

Bureau of Corrective Actions - This Bureau regulates underground storage tanks and provides
regulatory oversight on remediation of leaking underground storage tanks (UST/LUST
programs), provides oversight for RCRA corrective action cases, provides certification of
remediation consultants and UST personnel, and administers the Superfund program.

Bureau of Air Quality - The Bureau has responsibility for the issuance of and ensuring
compliance with air quality operating permits. Any activity that has the potential to emit a
regulated pollutant must apply for a permit. The Bureau duties also include implementing an
alternative fuels program for public agency fleets with more than ten vehicles; conducting
investigations and technical studies; and monitoring air quality.

Nevada’s Continuing Planning Process Page 4
January 2007



Division of Water Resources

The Division of Water Resources has two primary mandates: to adjudicate and appropriate all
waters of the state for beneficial use (NRS 533) and to regulate and permit water wells (NRS 534).
Other responsibilities include the adjudication of claims of vested water rights; distribution of water
in accordance with court decrees; review of water availability for new subdivisions and
condominiums; review of the construction and operation of dams; appropriation of geothermal
resources; licensing of well drillers and water right surveyors; review of flood control projects;
maintenance of water resource data and records; and providing technical assistance to government
boards, offices and agencies.

Division of Wildlife

The mission of the Division of Wildlife is to protect, preserve, manage and restore wildlife and its
habitat for their aesthetic, scientific, educational, recreational and economic benefits to the citizens
of Nevada and the United States, and to promote the safety of persons using vessels on waters. The
Fisheries Bureau is responsible for the protection, restoration, transplanting, introduction, and
management of the fisheries resources. The Habitat Bureau is responsible for maintenance,
protection, and enhancement of Nevada’s fish and wildlife resources and habitats.

Division of State Lands

The Division of State Lands holds title to lands underlying certain water bodies in Nevada. The
Division authorizes all uses of state-owned lands, including the beds of navigable bodies of water,
with the exception of land held by the University System, the Department of Transportation and the
Legislature. Activities that require authorization from the Division include bank stabilization,
construction or modification of bridges, dams, floating structures, out-fall structures, water intake
and discharge pipelines, dredging, sand and gravel bar removal, and utility crossings.

Department of Agriculture

The Nevada Department of Agriculture (DOA) has primacy to administer the Federal Insecticide,
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) in the state. The primary responsibility is to regulate the
registration, use, storage and transportation of pesticides, and the disposal of canceled and suspended
pesticides. The Nevada Pesticides Act (NRS 586.401) requires that all pesticides used in the state be
registered with the Department of Agriculture (DOA). The DOA continuously evaluates all
registered and pending registration pesticides in carrying out this responsibility and publishes a
yearly list of all pesticides registered, by their USEPA Registration Number. The DOA is required
to eliminate from use any pesticides that endanger the agricultural or nonagricultural environment.
Less hazardous pesticides, but ones that still require careful use so as to avoid injury to man or the
environment, are classified by the DOA as restricted-use pesticides. These pesticides are regulated
by the Department and must be applied by a licensed applicator. The applicator must pass a test
prior to licensing.
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Department of Human Resources, Division of Health

The Division of Health through its Bureau of Health Protection Services (BHPS) is the primacy
agency for administering and enforcing the provisions of the Safe Drinking Act including the Public
Water System Supervision Program and the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. The BHPS is
responsible for monitoring and regulating public water systems throughout the state, including those
systems in Washoe and Clark counties, and is also responsible for implementing the Source Water
Assessment Program (SWAP). Through interlocal contracts, Washoe and Clark counties, through
their respective District Health Departments, cooperate with the BHPS to administer certain aspects
of the public water system supervision program within those counties.

The information maintained by BHPS and by NDEP related to drinking water, groundwater and
surface water sources is shared by both agencies. Information from the SWAP and from the records
maintained by BHPS is used by NDEP in the WHPP to develop wellhead protection areas.
Information may also be provided by NDEP to BHPS on the UIC program in evaluating potential
contaminant sources for drinking water supplies.

The responsibility for permitting of individual sewage disposal systems (ISDS) or septic systems,
which have less than 5,000 gallons capacity varies. In several counties, BHPS reviews and permits
all ISDS; in some counties, the county reviews and permits only residential ISDS and BHPS reviews
and permits commercial and engineered ISDS; and in some counties, the county reviews and permits
all ISDS. The requirement for alternative ISDS is dependent upon NDEP’s septic density policy and
on a determination by NDEP of the groundwater quality in the area in which the ISDS is to be
installed.

Commission on Mineral Resources, Division of Minerals

The Division of Minerals regulates exploration for and production of oil, gas, and geothermal
energy. In issuing permits for geothermal production and exploration wells, the Division of
Minerals is required to consult with and adhere to the policies and regulations administered by the
Division of Environmental Protection and the Division of Water Resources, and the Division of
Wildlife.

The Division of Minerals oil and gas regulations mandate that surface and subsurface formations of
fresh water will be protected from pollution as a result of drilling or plugging a well or as the result
of the escape, release, or injection of oil, gas, or brine from any well. Wells used to inject gas, air,
water, or other fluids into a producing formation must be cased in such a way that leaks or damage to
oil, gas, or fresh water are prevented.

Interagency Coordination

Interagency coordination and collaboration occur in several watersheds throughout the state. For
example, in the Lake Tahoe Basin, the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency and the Division of State
Lands oversee interagency efforts to implement the Environmental Improvement Plan; in southern
Nevada, the Las Vegas Wash Coordination Committee, led by Clark County and the Southern
Nevada Water Authority, oversees efforts to implement the Clark County Wetlands Park Master
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Plan; the Carson River Coalition, led by the Carson Water Subconservancy District, implements the
Integrated Watershed Planning Process for the Carson River Basin; the Northeast Nevada
Stewardship Alliance is a grass roots community group which addresses public land/natural resource
planning issues; Lower Truckee River restoration efforts are coordinated through the Washoe
County Regional Flood Control Plan; and the Steamboat Creek Steering Committee oversees
implementation of the Steamboat Creek Restoration Plan. Nonpoint Source Program staff participate
in each of these interagency groups which have developed specific selection criteria and a
prioritization process for selecting projects. Collaboration and coordination with these groups
provides a mechanism for identifying and prioritizing projects, maximizes implementation of
priority projects, allows for leveraging of NPS funds, and minimizes duplication of effort.

Memorandums of understanding (MOUs) are used to formalize cooperation between NDEP and
other state and federal agencies. Existing agreements include: 1) an MOU with the US Forest
Service, signed in 1981, to establish and develop a coordinated nonpoint source water pollution
control effort within the state; 2) an MOU with the US Forest Service and the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), signed in 1990, pertaining to the reclamation of lands disturbed by exploration
projects and mining operations for locatable minerals on private, state and USFS and BLM
administered lands in the State of Nevada; 3) an MOU with the BLM, signed in 1992, to identify the
responsibilities and activities to be performed by each agency in carrying out the State Water Quality
Section CWA 208 Management Plan and NPS Management Program as related to activities on BLM
lands; and 4) an MOU with the USEPA Region IX, Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), the Nevada State Conservation Commission and the Nevada Association of Conservation
Districts, signed in 1994, to address water quality improvement and the implementation of nonpoint
source pollution control projects.

A high priority for the Bureau of Water Quality Planning and the NPS Management Program during
State Fiscal Year 2003 is to reaffirm existing, or establish new agreements with the US Forest
Service, BLM, NRCS, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Tribal governments and other state, federal
and/or local agencies as appropriate, for data and information exchange and for better coordination
of nonpoint source related issues.
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Chapter 2
AREAWIDE 208 PLANS AND STATE NONPOINT SOURCE
MANAGEMENT PLAN

LEGAL AUTHORITY

Federal requirements for area wide waste treatment plans are contained in sections 208 and 209 of
the Clean Water Act (CWA) and 40 CFR 130.6. Federal requirements for the State Nonpoint Source
Management Plan are contained in section 319 of the Clean Water Act.

208 PROCESS

Section 208 of the Clean Water Act was promulgated for the purpose of encouraging and facilitating
the development and implementation of areawide waste treatment management plans. In accordance
with Section 208, if an area(s) within the state is identified as having substantial water quality
control problems, as a result of urban-industrial concentrations or other factors, the governor may
designate the boundaries of each such area. In addition, the governor appoints a single
representative organization which is responsible for developing areawide waste treatment
management plans.

There are four areas within the State of Nevada which have been assigned "Designated Area" status.
The designated areas and the agencies responsible for the 208 planning effort are as follows:

o Carson River Basin -- Nevada Division of Environmental Protection
o Clark County -- Clark County Comprehensive Planning Agency;
o Lake Tahoe Basin (bi-state) -- Tahoe Regional Planning Agency; and,

o Washoe County except for the Pyramid Lake Paiute Reservation -- Truckee Meadows
Regional Planning Agency.

As required by the Clean Water Act, the Division of Environmental Protection passes through
$40,000 a year to either Clark County Comprehensive Planning, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
or Truckee Meadow Regional Planning Agency. Pass-through allocations are rotated among these
three 208 planning agencies so that each receives $40,000 every third year.

The non-designated area of Nevada consists of all other areas not covered by the designated areas
and is the responsibility of the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP). State and/or
areawide agency 208 plans are updated as needed to reflect changing water quality conditions,
population growth, new facilities plans, results of implementation actions, new requirements or to
remove conditions in prior conditional or partial plan approvals. 208 Plans clearly identify the
designated management agency and area of jurisdiction including a clear definition of wastewater
treatment plant service areas, facilities (including collection lines), present and projected capacity,
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and responsible entities.

208 PLAN ELEMENTS

Section 208 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) requires that all activities associated with water
pollution problems be planned and managed through an integrated area-wide water quality
management program. CW A section 208(b)(2) states that any plan prepared under the 208 process
shall include, but not be limited to the following:

A.

C.

G.

The identification of treatment works necessary to meet the anticipated municipal and

industrial waste treatment needs of the area over a twenty-year period, annually updated

(including an analysis of alternative waste treatment systems), including:

o any requirements for the acquisition of land for treatment purposes;

o the necessary waste water collection and urban storm water runoff systems;

o a program to provide the necessary financial arrangements for the development of
such treatment works;

identification of open space and recreation opportunities that can be expected to
result from improved water quality, including consideration of potential use of lands
associated with treatment works and increased access to water-based recreation;

@)

The establishment of construction priorities for such treatment works and time
schedules for the initiation and completion of all treatment works;

The establishment of a regulatory program to:
o implement the waste treatment management requirements of section 201(c);
o regulate the location, modification, and construction of any facilities within such area
which may result in any discharge to such area, and
o assure that any industrial or commercial waste discharged into any treatment works
in such area meet applicable pretreatment requirements;

The identification of those agencies necessary to construct, operate, and maintain all
facilities required by the plan and otherwise to carry out the plan;

The identification of the measures necessary to carry out the plan (including financing),
the period of time necessary to carry out the plan, the costs of carrying out the plan
within such time, and the economic, social, and environmental impact of carrying out
the plan within such time;

A process to (i) identify, if appropriate, agriculturally and silviculturally related
nonpoint sources of pollution, including return flows from irrigated agriculture, and
their cumulative effects, runoff from manure disposal areas, and from land used for
livestock and crop production, and (ii) set forth procedures and methods (including land
use requirements) to control to the extent feasible such sources;

A process to (i) identify, if appropriate, mine-related sources of pollution including new,
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current, and abandoned surface and underground mine runoff, and (ii) set forth
procedures and methods (including land use requirements) to control to the extent
feasible such sources;

H. A process to (i) identify construction activity related sources of pollution, and (ii) set
forth procedures and methods (including land use requirements) to control to the extent
feasible such sources;

I. A process to (i) identify, if appropriate, salt water intrusion into rivers, lakes and
estuaries resulting from reduction of fresh water flow from any cause including
irrigation, obstruction, ground water extraction, and diversion, and (ii) set forth
procedures and methods to control such intrusion to the extent feasible where such
procedures and methods are otherwise a part of the waste treatment management plan;

J. A process to control the disposition of all residual waste generated in such area which
could affect water quality; and

K. A process to control the disposal of pollutants on land or in subsurface excavations
within such area to protect ground and surface water quality.

In addition to the elements above which are required by Clean Water Act, Nevada also includes total
maximum daily loads or TMDLs in the 208 Plan.

For the designated areas, NDEP ensures that the 208 plans include all necessary plan elements and
that plans are consistent with one another. If the plan is acceptable, it is certified by NDEP and
submitted to USEPA for approval. NDEP is the lead agency responsible for 208 planning for the
non-designated areas. After public review and comment, NDEP submits the non-designated areas
plan to USEPA for approval.

State Revolving Fund and permit decisions must be made in accordance with certified and approved
208 plans. Proposed activities which are inconsistent with the 208 plan cannot be implemented until
a plan amendment is approved by the administrator, or until the activity is modified to be consistent
with the existing plans.

208 PLAN REVISIONS

There are no specific update requirements for the 208 Plan. For planning areas of Clark County,
Washoe County and Lake Tahoe, the designated planning agency determines when revisions are
needed. The designated planning agency prepares the revision, conducts public participation and
submits the revision to NDEP for certification. A plan revision is usually necessary to address
changes in population, significant changes in wastewater treatment facility planning including flow
projections and disposal methods, or changes in projected sewer service boundaries.
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Revisions to the Carson River Basin and Non-Designated Area Plans are made by NDEP. The need
for revisions will be based on the 303(d) List priorities and resources. NDEP will prepare plan
revisions in consultation with appropriate stakeholders. Public comment will be solicited on draft
revisions. After comments have been addressed, NDEP will finalize the revision and submit it to
EPA for approval.

STATE NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN

As required by section 319 of the Clean Water Act, states must prepare and submit for EPA
approval, a management program for controlling nonpoint source (NPS) pollution and improving
water quality in waters affected by such pollution. The Nonpoint Source Program and Grants
Guidance for Fiscal Year 1997 and Future Years and subsequent guidance outlines the key elements
that must be addressed in the NPS state management plan (SMP) including 1) explicit short and long
term goals, objectives and strategies to protect surface and ground water; 2) strong working
partnerships and collaboration with appropriate State, interstate, Tribal, regional, and local entities
(including conservation districts), private sector groups, citizen groups and Federal agencies; 3) a
balanced approach that emphasizes both State-wide nonpoint source programs and on-the-ground
management of individual watersheds where waters are impaired or threatened; 4) mechanisms for
abatement of known water quality impairments resulting from nonpoint source pollution and
prevention of significant threats to water quality from present and future activities; 5) identification
of waters and watersheds impaired or threatened by nonpoint source pollution and a process to
progressively address these waters; 6) flexible, targeted, iterative approaches for achieving and
maintaining beneficial uses of water as expeditiously as practicable; 7) identification of Federal
lands and objectives which are not managed consistently with State program objectives; 8) efficient
and effective management and implementation of the NPS Program, including necessary financial
management; and 9) periodic review and evaluation of the NPS Program using environmental and
functional measures of success and revision of the nonpoint source assessment and management
program at least every five years.

The revised SMP was approved by EPA in October, 1999, and contains goals, objectives and annual
milestones for implementing the Nevada NPS Program over the next five year period (federal fiscal
years 2000 through 2004). The revision process will be initiated in the fourth year of plan
implementation (2003 for this current five year cycle). Unless future EPA guidance provides other
direction, this sequence will be followed in subsequent years. Input during development of the draft
SMP revision will be solicited from other state, federal and local agencies and private sector groups.
A final draft will be distributed for comment.

The SMP is implemented through annual workplans which contain specific tasks to meet the goals,
objectives and annual milestones listed in the SMP. Section 319 resources are prioritized to address
303(d) listed water impairments attributed to NPS activities. The 1998 303(d) list priority ranking
for TMDL development was incorporated into the goals, action items and annual milestones in the
revised SMP. The listed waters were also a key factor in the Unified Watershed Assessment process
for prioritizing watersheds throughout the state. Therefore, all coordinated resource management
plans (CRMPs) and watershed restoration action strategies (WRASs) developed to date are for
303(d) listed waters.
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The main mechanism for implementing nonpoint source controls is through funding support for
watershed coordinators and implementation/public education projects. Rather than distributing an
annual request for proposals (RFP) on a statewide basis, NPS funding opportunities are identified
and projects are selected through two main processes: 1) coordination with and participation in
major environmental planning/restoration efforts overseen by other agencies; and 2) identification
and prioritization through watershed coordinators and CRMPs and/or WRASs.

Interagency coordination and collaboration occur in several watersheds throughout the state
including the Tahoe Basin, Las Vegas Wash, and Truckee, Carson, and Humboldt river basins. NPS
Program staff participate in interagency groups which have developed specific selection criteria and
a prioritization process for selecting projects. Collaboration and coordination with these groups
provides a mechanism for identifying and prioritizing projects, maximizes implementation of
priority projects, allows for leveraging of NPS funds, and minimizes duplication of effort.

The second main mechanism for selecting projects is through the watershed coordinators
implementing CRMPs and WRASs. NPS funds currently support watershed coordinators in the
Upper, Middle and Lower Carson River Basin, Walker River Basin, Steamboat Creek Watershed
and Las Vegas area. Given the voluntary nature of the program, coordinators are the main link to
land owners and are key to initiating nonpoint source implementation projects on private lands. NPS
staff work closely with the watershed coordinators to ensure that only worthy and viable projects are
implemented.
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Chapter 3
WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

LEGAL AUTHORITY

Federal requirements for water quality standards and antidegradation are contained in Section 303 of
the Clean Water Act (CWA) and in 40 CFR 131. In Nevada Statute, a definition of "water quality
standard" is contained in NRS 445A.420; NRS 445A.425 states the powers and duties of the
commission, including the adoption of water quality standards.

NRS 445A.520 outlines the Standards of Water Quality as follows:

"1.

The commission shall establish water quality standards at a level designated to protect
and ensure a continuation of the designated beneficial use or uses which the commission
has determined to be applicable to each stream segment or other body of surface water
in the state.

The commission shall base its water quality standards on water quality criteria which
numerically or descriptively define the conditions necessary to maintain the designated
beneficial use or uses of the water. The water quality standards must reflect water
quality criteria which define the conditions necessary to support, protect and allow the
propagation of fish, shellfish and other wildlife and to provide for recreation in and on
the water if these objectives are reasonably attainable.

The commission may establish water quality standards for individual segments of
streams or for other bodies of surface water which vary from standards based on
recognized criteria if such variations are justified by the circumstances pertaining to
particular places, as determined by biological monitoring or other appropriate studies."

BACKGROUND

A water quality standard defines the water quality goals for a water body, or portion thereof, by
designating the use or uses to be made of the water, by setting criteria necessary to protect the uses,
and by protecting water quality through antidegradation provisions. The State of Nevada has
established both narrative and numeric criteria. Statewide narrative criteria are applicable to all
waters. In addition to statewide narrative criteria, water quality standards for the categories listed
below are explained in the following sections:

Class Waters NAC 445A.123 through 445A.127, inclusive
Designated Waters NAC 445A.145 through 445A.225, inclusive
Toxic materials NAC 445A.144
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Narrative Criteria

Narrative criteria (contained in NAC 445A.121) are applicable to all surface waters of the state and
consist mostly of statements requiring waters to be "free from" various pollutants including those
that are toxic.

Numeric Criteria

Numeric criteria for conventional pollutants are established for two types of surface waters: class
and designated waters.

Class Waters

S