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SB62 – Water Rights Protection Fund 

Nevada Division of Environmental Protection  
Recommendation 

 
Senate Bill 62 (SB62), approved by the 2005 Nevada State Legislature, created the 
Water Rights Technical Support Fund to be administered by the Board for Financing 
Water Projects.  The Water Rights Technical Support Fund is to make grants to local 
governments for the following purposes:   

 Obtain and provide expert and technical assistance to gather data to protect a 
local government’s existing water rights; or 

 Enhance or protect a local government’s existing water rights. 
 

SB62 specifies that grant money from the Water Rights Technical Support Fund must 
not be used to pay for any assistance if the only purpose of the assistance is to obtain 
evidence including technical evidence and oral testimony or to pay for expert witnesses 
or attorney’s fees for any administrative or judicial proceeding including hearings before 
the State Engineer. 
 
The following is the Nevada Division of Environmental Protection’s recommendation to 
the Board for Financing Water Projects on the implementation of the Water Rights 
Protection Fund. 
 
Who can apply? 

Any local government, as determined by the Attorney General’s Office, with an 
existing water right is eligible. 

 
What can local governments use the funding for? 

1. Obtain and provide expert and technical assistance to gather data to protect its 
existing water rights. 

2. Enhance or protect existing water rights. 
 
How will the available funds be allocated? 

1. “Phase 1” - Divide the $1,000,000 fund evenly between all eligible local 
governments and determine the award amount.   
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2. Solicit proposals from all eligible local governments. 
3. Award grant in the amount determined in “Phase 1” above to all eligible local 

governments who submitted a proposal. 
4. “Phase 2” - If local governments have elected not to participate, remaining funds 

would be awarded to those local governments who failed to initially submit an 
application during “Phase 1” or for continuation of existing grant awards. 

 
What will be the grant percent? 

100% -- No match required. 
 
How will local governments receive the funds? 

Entire grant amounts will be given to local government after Board has given 
approval and funding agreement is signed. 
 

What are the deliverables? 
Each grant recipient will be required to submit a report to the Board summarizing the 
project and detailing the expenditures. 

 


