Summary Minutes
Advisory Board to the State Environmental Commission
On Certification for Operators of Public Water Systems

Summary minutes of the meeting of September 14, 2007
By Teleconference:

Carson City: The Bryan Building, 901 South Stewart St, 2nd Floor Multipurpose
Room. Las Vegas: Nevada Division of Environmental Protection, 2030 E.
Flamingo Rd. Ste. 230. Elko: Great Basin Community Collage 1500 College
Parkway Room 137 GBC High Tech Center.

1. Call To Order and roll call (Chairman Cameron McKay)

Members Present: Cameron McKay, Chairman; Darrin Price, Chet Auckly,
Harvey Johnson, Lynn Forsberg (Elko, joined the meeting a few minutes later),
Marcellus Jones (Las Vegas); Marie Pollack (absent).

Also attending—Jennifer Carr, Chief of the Bureau of Safe Drinking Water
(BSDW), Nevada Division of Environmental Protection (NDEP), Doug
Zimmerman, Bureau Chief, NDEP (formerly BSDW), John Walker, Executive
Secretary, State Environmental Commission (SEC), Robert Pearson, staff, SEC
and Recording Secretary for the meeting.

Janet Hess, Deputy Attorney General, Counsel to the Board.
2. Approval of minutes — March 13" 2007 Meeting*

Mr. Price noted that some of the motions in the minutes did not have the name
of the member making and/or seconding the motion. On page 4 he had some
minor grammatical corrections under item 9.

Mr. Johnson moved and Mr. Price seconded approval of the minutes as
amended, and the vote was unanimous in favor.

3. Update on coordination with the Board of Certification for
Wastewater Treatment Plant Operators

Mr. Johnson noted that the major issue being worked on by the Wastewater
Certification Board is the contract between NWEA and NDEP for the mandatory
wastewater operator certification; they are working on it and hope to complete
that by the first of the year. Other issue is a survey on online testing.
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4. Reciprocity discussion

Mr. McKay said he has a problem—referenced the Nevada statute language on
reciprocity. Anybody that writes an ABC exam can be certified without taking
an AWWA exam. He summed up that it was too easy to come here and not
write an exam. Mr. Price said that the regs were fairly specific about
candidates from states outside of Cal/Nev. The problem of engineers holding a
certification who can’t really operate a system was touched on, as well as
whether grades are similar across states. Mr. Price thought that any lack of
skills will come out during a probationary period. Doug Zimmerman noted that
the burden falls on NDEP to evaluate experience.

5. Liability discussion (water system issue only)

Mr. Jones expressed his concern over operators not being able to take the
Grade | tests, while those with no filed experience can take Grade IV. Also,
that they (one individual) lost their application fee. Steve Brockway of NDEP
went over his decision process on experience qualifications. He also outlined
his actions in this specific case. Mr. Brockway said that in this case the person
could write and request to take the test using the payment already made.

6. Ongoing discussion of operator training programs and needs

Leslie in Las Vegas noted that attendance at trainings in Reno hasn’t been very
high. It was noted that notification hasn’t been very far in advance. There
was comment by several people on the need and desire for training. Video
conferencing was discussed as an alternative, with TMC and UNR facilities
available. Mr. Price said he wanted to get the teleconferences going, at least
as a test, and stop just talking about it. It was also noted that in some classes
the AWWA exam taken directly after classes is too close to the state exams for
people to get the results back in time. There was further clarification by Mr.
Brockway about the yearly exam cycle and application fees. Ms. Carr note that
if an applicant has paid exam fees they will normally be allowed to carry over
to the next test. Mr. Price said applicants just need to be patient.

7. Procedure for refunds on operator certification test

Mr. Price asked for clarification of how many times a paid applicant can defer
their test, and Ms. Carr said once—it is stated on the application. Mr.
Zimmerman added that emergency situations are discretionary. Mr. Price also
asked about AWWA, and the answer was that they also have a one-time
reschedule available.
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8. Notification of persons taking exams

Mr. McKay asked about the notification process—there has been some confusion
about the locations of the tests, with the assumption they would be at
meetings. There has also been a problem with proctor shortages.

9. Staff Update: - Bureau of Safe Drinking Water

Ms. Carr noted the posting of the testing summary on the Bureau website. Mr.
Price asked about the fixing of a software problem—Ms. Carr said that
certificates are now printed individually or in small groups so that the previous
delays are n o longer taking place.

Ms. Carr gave some background on the current background of the Board and the
end of their original 2-year authorization of by the SEC that will end in March
2008. She noted that the Board had been instrumental in the preparation of
the current regulations. Currently, there are not a lot of action items to be
taken to the SEC as advisory items—the Bureau of Safe Drinking Water is the
action agency for most areas. It may have been different when the Board
advised the Health Division.

In view of these considerations Ms. Carr proposed that the Board consider
becoming an advisory Forum similar to the function the Clark County Air
Quality Forum. She envisioned that the current Board would be the charter
members or steering committee for the new forum. The Forum might meet
quarterly or on some other regular basis. She stated that she did not desire to
see the exchange of information between the Bureau and operators end
suddenly when the Board term ends.

Mr. McKay asked if she would draft something for consideration and action at
the next Board meeting.

Mr. Price wondered if the Board was formed by regulation and would require a
regulation change. Counsel Hess went over the language in the regulations and
stated that if the SEC did not reappoint the Board in March 2008 it would
expire, and not exist as such.

Mr. Walker of the SEC noted that the statute says “may appoint” and agreed
that if the SEC took no action the Board would expire. Mr. Price noted that the
Board was still definitely in existence until March, and all parties agreed.

Mr. Auckly noted that the Board and other agencies and groups involved in
testing and certifying water operators all had a reason for existence, the Board
had good reasons for being formed; if these reason were no longer operative
then it was perhaps time to move to a different format as a natural
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progression. Ms. Carr added that it was important to note that the Division is
committed to communication with the operators and might set up a specific
web site to facilitate this communication.

Mr. McKay asked if Mr. Auckly might work with Ms. Carr on the details and he
was agreeable. Mr. Walker added that if the Board became an advisory Forum,
they would still have the power to go to the SEC in the public hearing process
and represent water operators and their interests before the SEC. Mr. Price
said his concern was that if past problems recurred he would be concerned to
see the Board unavailable.

Mr. Jones was concerned if the Forum would represent operators as the Board
had; Mr. Auckly believed that it could still work with regulators and be a voice.

Ms. Hess also noted the SEC meeting public comment period would be an
option to bring future concerns forward.

Mr. Zimmerman compared the relationship of the Division to other regulated
communities, adding that for instance the quarterly meeting with the mining
industry is productive without being a formally noticed and constrained
meeting on very limited and agendized topics.

10. Public Comments
Mr. McKay asked Ms. Hess about the continued absence of one of the members
of the Board and whether and how they could be replaced. Ms. Hess said she
would look through the bylaws and give her opinion to him.
Mr. McKay spoke about his attendance at the proctor training and wondered
whether he would receive a formal notification. The answer was yes, and that
his would be sent.
There was no further public comment.

11. Schedule next meeting

The next meeting was tentatively scheduled for January 11, 2008.

And by unanimous consent the meeting was adjourned.
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