GUIDANCE FOR USE OF THE JURAT

CERTIFIED ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGER (CEM) PROGRAM

Nevada Division of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Corrective Actions

Authority: NRS 459.500 and 459.530, NAC 459.970 through 459.9729

   

The purpose of the Consultant Certification program is to protect consumers of environmental consulting services.  On March 26, 1996 regulations were adopted by the State Environmental Commission requiring a jurat or certification or affidavit on documents relating to services requiring certification.  The format of the jurat and associated information is specified in the regulations.  The jurat is intended to clearly delineate who is in responsible control of the work conducted but the consultant, the level of care utilized, the scope of services performed and the individual’s certification number and expiration date.

  

The certification laws and regulations allow for non-certified individuals to conduct activities at a site without the presence of someone certified.  The overall work activities however, must be performed within the responsible control and oversight of a certified individual.

  

The purpose of this guidance is to further define the requirements for the jurat and its applicability given the wide variety of work activities conducted by certified individuals.  This guidance is for informational purposes only and does not relieve any person from the responsibility of complying with the rules and regulations of the program.

The following documents MUST include the jurat:

· Remediation plans, assessment plans, site characterization reports, data interpretations, risk assessments and other documents or reports associated with the investigation or remediation of a release or potential release of a hazardous substance;  (i.e., any hazardous material; any hazardous waste; any regulated substance according to the definition in NAC 459.9707);


(
Quarterly monitoring reports, interim reports and periodic status reports related to the investigation or remediation of a hazardous substance;

· Phase I through Phase III site investigations;

· Corrective Action Plans;

· Letters to clients or a regulatory agency associated with data collection (sampling plans), interpretation or recommendation or any other written output where professional judgment is utilized;

· Biennial Reports submitted on behalf of a waste generator if the work performed by a CEM/HWMS is for the management of their hazardous wastes;

· Services related to the preparation of a hazardous waste manifest or other hazardous waste management activities require the jurat in the billing invoice or cover letter to the client.  This should include the scope of the services rendered;

· Solid waste landfills monitoring reports submitted by or requiring a CEM;

The following documents generally would NOT require a jurat:

· Letters requesting a time extension of an imposed deadline;

· Routine informational correspondence or where no interpretation or design activities were conducted;

· Communications on delays in work outputs;

· Invoices, unless this is the only document provided to the client and describes the scope of services provided;

· Applications for right-of-way or access;

· Subcontractor agreements between certified individual and/or consultant company;

· Reports submitted by owner/operator where the functions are not subject to certification requirements;

· Permit issued pursuant to state or federal law.

 

The NDEP continues to insure competent and qualified individuals are providing services that successfully serve their clients.  The jurat affords the client that care has been taken in a manner consistent with the current standards of the profession and ensures professional accountability.

It is important to remember to apply the jurat exactly the way the regulation is written and to include all elements as stated.  If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact the certification coordinator at (775) 687-9375.


JURAT REGULATION   

     NAC 459.97285   Contents of documents relating to service for which certification is required.   A holder of a certificate who is responsible for a service requiring certification shall ensure that each document relating to the service includes:

1.
The following language:

     “I hereby certify that I am responsible for the services described in this document and for the preparation of this document.  The services described in this document have been provided in a manner consistent with the current standards of the profession and to the best of my knowledge comply with all applicable federal, state and local statutes, regulations and ordinances.”

2.
A description of the services provided.

3.
The signature of the holder of the certificate and date on which the document was signed.

4. The number of the certificate.

5. The date of expiration of the certificate.

(Added to NAC by Environmental Commission, eff. 5-3-96)
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